
 

  

 

 

BELL RINGER 

Calendar 
Highlights 
 

 
May 2 
Calendar Planning Mtg. 
10:00am (FH) 
 

May 4-6 
Church Office Closed  
  

May 5 
Women’s Round Table 
1:30pm – Golphenee Home  

 
May 9 
UWiFaith- Women’s Tea 
1:00pm  (FH) 
 

May 12 
UWiFaith Reflections 
10:30pm  (10) 
 

May 19 
Women’s Round Table 
1:30pm – Round Table 
Pizza, Thurston Way 
 

May 21 
Bell Ringer Articles Due               
1:00pm  

May 23 
Church Council Meeting 
9:00am (FH) 
 

May 25 
Church Office Closed               
Memorial Day 

Please note: this does not 
represent all meetings and 
events at the church. 

Check out the online church 
calendar for your regular 
schedule meetings and 
activities at the link below. 

VHUMC Calendar 

Pastor’s Corner 

Dear Vancouver Heights Community of Faith, 

As we step into the month of May and prepare to welcome the warmth and 

excitement of summer, I encourage you to embrace hope and renewal while staying 

vigilant in the world we live in. Memorial Day signals the start of a season filled with 

opportunities for rest, adventure, and connection. In your travels and celebrations, 

please be mindful and take precautions for yourself and your loved ones. Safety is 

not just a personal responsibility, but a way we honor God’s gift of life and express 

care for our neighbors. 

This month, we celebrate Mother’s Day—a time to express gratitude not only to 

mothers, but to all women who nurture, support, and inspire. Let us honor mothers, 

grandmothers, aunts, sisters, teachers, caregivers, and every woman who guides, 

loves, and uplifts those around her. Whether by birth, choice, or circumstance, you 

have shaped our lives and our community. May we intentionally recognize and 

celebrate their impact, acknowledging the many ways women make the world a 

kinder and stronger place. 

As we reflect on our church’s journey, I invite everyone to discern new ways to 

reimagine our mission—through service, generosity, and compassion. Let Ruth’s 

unwavering devotion to Naomi inspire us: “Where you go, I will go. Where you stay, 

I will stay. Your people will be my people, and your God my God.” (Ruth 1:16) Even 

in uncertain times, let us remain steadfast and supportive, bound together not 

simply by blood, but by shared faith and hope. 

We are united by something greater than ourselves. Our faith in the living God 

connects us, empowers us, and calls us to bring light into the lives of others. As we 

move forward, may we continue to uplift, care, and serve—being mindful of the 

world around us and the needs within it. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Pastor B 
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Still 
Becoming... 
In 2026, our church family 
celebrates two remarkable 
milestones: 120 years of 
ministry in this community 
and 30 years as a 
Reconciling Church. These 
anniversaries invite us to 
pause with gratitude — for 
the generations who have 
shaped this congregation, for 
the ministries that have taken 
root here, and for the 
courageous commitments 
that continue to guide our life 
together. 

For more than a century, this 
church has opened its doors 
to worship, serve, learn, and 
grow. And for three decades, 
we have lived into our 
Reconciling identity, affirming 
that God’s love is wide 
enough, deep enough, and 
strong enough to welcome all. 
As we prepare to honor these 
milestones, we are forming a 
Celebration Planning Team. If 
you have ideas, energy, or a 
passion for marking this 
moment well, we would love 
to have you join the effort. 
Whether you’re drawn to 
history, hospitality, 
storytelling, music, or creative 
celebration, your voice would 
be a gift. 
 

This is a year to remember 
where we’ve been, celebrate 
who we are, and imagine 
what God may be inviting 
next. 
 

If you’d like to participate, 
please let the church office 
know — we’d be glad to 
welcome you into the 
planning. 
 
 

Where Community Comes Alive 

Save the date for our 2nd 

Annual Social Justice Chili 

Cook-Off! When: June 20th 

Time: 3:00–6:00 PM 

Whether you’re cooking and 

competing or simply coming to 

enjoy the chili, you’ll have a 

great time playing games, doing 

puzzles, crafting, or just relaxing 

with friends. We’ll also be 

making bracelets for Saturday 

in the Park. 

If you’re entering chili, please 

bring it in a crock pot if possible 

and make enough for tasting 

and then eating. 

Watch for the sign-up sheet on 

the bulletin board as you enter 

the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

For the month of May, the Reading Radicals 

are taking advantage of the Fort Vancouver 

Library's Community Reads book: Tilt by 

Emma Pattee.  

Books can be picked up at any branch of the 

Fort Vancouver Library. (No need to check 

them out, just stop by and pick up a book.) We 

invite anyone to pick up a book at the library, 

read it and join us for our discussion at our 

next meeting on May 26 @ 7 PM in Room 19.  

Author Emma Pattee lives in Oregon and the 

story takes place in Portland. "Annie is nine 

months pregnant and shopping for a crib at 

IKEA when a massive earthquake hits 

Portland, Oregon."  

For info about Community Reads related 

events, visit fvrl.org.   

If you have any questions, please contact 

Joan Frazier. 

 

You are invited to “Women Rise 

Up!” A Tea to Empower!—an 

afternoon of tea, fellowship, and 

uplifting stories from women of 

faith in our community who share 

how their beliefs inspire advocacy 

and service to those on the margin.  

Join us on Saturday, May 9, 2026, 

from 1:00–3:00 PM at Vancouver 

Heights United Methodist Church. 

R.S.V.P. to Deb Avery by Tuesday, 

May 5th. 

 

 

 

 

Have Items Ready For A New Home? 

Clean out your closets and take a fresh look in your garage—gently used household items, tools, décor, books, 
toys, and other items you no longer use are ideal for the Vancouver Heights UMC Parking Lot Sale on Saturday, 
June 13, from 9 a.m.–3 p.m. Everyone is welcome to host their own table and sell their items. 

This fun community event hasn’t happened since before COVID, and several who remember it have expressed 
how much they’ve missed it—so it’s making its return. 

Details about tables and contributions are still coming together, but go ahead and mark your calendar. This is a 
summer event for all—better than a neighborhood garage sale.  Stay tuned for updates from Vicki Smith and her 
team of volunteers. 

We are excited to announce that the 

Women’s Round Table Group will begin 

meeting twice a month starting in May.  

Darla Gophanee has graciously offered to 

host our gathering at her home on the first 

Tuesday of each month at 1:30 PM.  

We will also continue meeting at Round Table 

Pizza by the Vancouver Mall on the third 

Tuesday of each month at 1:30 PM. 

Everyone is welcome to join us for 

conversation, connection, and community. 

 

http://fvrl.org/


 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating 
AANHPI Heritage 

Asian American, Native 
Hawaiian & Pacific 
Islander (AANHPI) 
Heritage Month invites us 
to honor the vibrant 
cultures, histories, and 
contributions of 
communities whose roots 
span East Asia, South 
Asia, Southeast Asia, 
Hawai‘i, Guam, Samoa, 
Fiji, Tonga, and many 
other island nations across 
Oceania. Together, these 
communities bring rich 
traditions of storytelling, 
music, dance, navigation, 
craftsmanship, spirituality, 
and deep care for family, 
land, and ocean—
traditions that have 
shaped generations and 
continue to enrich our 
shared life today. 

This month also 
recognizes the resilience 
and leadership of AANHPI 
communities whose voices 
have strengthened the 
arts, public service, 
environmental 
stewardship, civil rights, 
education, and community 
advocacy. Their stories 
include both celebration 
and struggle, from early 
immigration and labor 
contributions to ongoing 
efforts for equity and 
belonging. 

As we lift up AANHPI 
Heritage Month, we 
celebrate the beauty, 
strength, and wisdom 
these communities bring to 
our nation and to our local 
neighborhoods. May this 
month encourage us to 
learn from their histories, 
honor their cultural gifts, 
and deepen our 
commitment to building a 
more inclusive, 
compassionate community 

for all. 

 

Church and Community News

Much Apprecia t ion from the Admin:  
 

Gold star recognition! I am pleased to report that your submissions keep pouring in—and right on schedule. 
Clearly, the haiku worked its magic. Again, in appreciation, I offer a new one: 
 

Your stories arrived— 
Small sparks shaping who we are. 
Thanks for every word. 
 

Reminder:  May Newslet ter  Ar t ic les are Due by 1pm on May 23 r d    

 

Battle Ground Community United Methodist Church is excited 
to announce its upcoming ‘Pre-Pride Palooza!’, a joyful, inclusive 
community event designed to celebrate LGBTQ+ youth, allies, 
and families while preparing for the La Center Rainbow Walk. 

The event will take place on Saturday, June 6th from 11:00 AM 
to 1:00 PM at the church campus, located at 10300 NE 199th 
Street, Battle Ground, WA. 

Pre-Pride Palooza! invites students, teachers, allies, and 
community members to come together in a welcoming and 
affirming space. Attendees will enjoy a variety of creative and 
engaging activities, including: 

• Tie-dye bandanna making 
• Pride-themed sidewalk chalk art (“Chalk the Walk”) 
• Poster and sign creation for upcoming Pride season events 
 

Participants will also be treated to free pizza and drinks, making the gathering both fun and 
nourishing. 

“This event is about joy, visibility, and community,” organizers shared. “We want LGBTQ+ youth 
and allies to feel celebrated, supported, and ready to step into Pride with confidence and love.” 

The Pre-Pride Palooza! serves as a kickoff to the La Center Rainbow Walk, helping attendees 
prepare signs, express creativity, and build connections ahead of the larger Pride celebration. 

All LGBTQ+ students and allies are warmly welcome. No registration is required. 

 For more information: Call 360-687-5242 or email BGCUMC@gmail.com 

 

 

\ 

 

 

A free community training, AKIN’s “Creating Safe Spaces for 

2SLGBTQIA+ Youth,” will be held on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, 

from 5:50–7:30 p.m. at the Evergreen Public Schools District 

Building. 

This session introduces the basics of supporting LGBTQIA+ youth, 

including mental-health insights, best practices for working with 

vulnerable populations, and an activity that helps participants 

understand the experiences of LGBTQIA+ young people. 

. 

 

       Battle Ground Community UMC Hosts “Pre-Pride Palooza!” 

 

       LGBTQ+ Training Opportunity: Creating Safe Spaces for Youth 

The training is designed for youth-serving professionals but is also valuable for parents, 

guardians, and anyone seeking to be a stronger ally. AKIN and Evergreen School District are 

partnering to offer this meaningful opportunity as Pride season begins       . 

mailto:BGCUMC@gmail.com


 

 

Join Our Folding 
Chair Renewal!  
 

Our supply of folding chairs 

has become increasingly 

limited, and many of our 

current chairs are worn 

beyond continued use. To 

support the needs of our 

gatherings and ensure we 

can safely accommodate 

everyone, we’re inviting 

donations toward the 

purchase of much-needed 

replacement folding chairs. 

Your contribution—large or 

small—will help us care for 

our shared spaces and 

continue welcoming all 

who come through our 

doors with comfort and 

hospitality.  

 
 

“Stewardship isn’t a 

subcategory of the 

Christian life. Stewardship 

is the Christian life.”  

                — Randy Alcorn 

Bell Ringer   Issue 5   May 2026  

 

 

Vancouver Heights United Methodist Church 
Website:  https://www.vancouverheightsumc.org 
5701 MacArthur Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98661 

360-693-4761 
Email: vancouverheightsumc@gmail.com 

Prayer Request mail: vhumcprayers@gmail.com 

 

          
We are part of the Reconciling Ministries Network. 
We are a church that is spiritually alive, radically 
inclusive and justice oriented 

 

Did you know that charitable giving—including donations to the church—can 

offer tax advantages? While tax benefits aren’t the reason we give, it’s still wise to 

make the most of your generosity. 

Many people stopped saving donation receipts when itemizing became less common. 

However, beginning January 1, 2026, the IRS will allow you to deduct up to $1,000 

per person (taxpayer and spouse) without itemizing. If you have receipts for cash 

donations (not goods), you can enter them on your tax return and reduce your 

taxable income. 

Here’s an example: If you and your spouse donate $2,500 in 2026, you can deduct 

$2,000. If your taxable income is $40,000 at a 12% tax rate, your tax would normally 

be $4,800. With the $2,000 deduction, your tax becomes $4,560—a savings of $240. 

So whether you’re giving at church, supporting the Humane Society, St. Jude’s 

Children’s Hospital, or any other eligible 501(c)(3) charity, start saving your receipts. 

And if you give cash during worship, placing it in an envelope with your name on it 

allows the church to record your gift for your year-end statement. 

If you have questions, feel free to reach out to Vicki Smith, Tax Aide volunteer. 

 

Generosity That Gives Back 

 

 

Generosity That Shapes Generations 

 For 120 years, Vancouver Heights UMC has lived stewardship as a daily practice of 

caring for what God has entrusted to us—our neighbors, our building, our gifts, and 

our shared future. From casseroles delivered to families in crisis to knitted caps made 

for newborns, from volunteers preparing the sanctuary to generations giving what 

they could with trust and hope, stewardship has shaped the life of this church. It has 

meant opening our doors to community groups, supporting LGBTQ+ neighbors long 

before it was common, and living out “All Means All” with conviction. These small, 

steady acts of generosity have rippled outward in meals shared, friendships formed, 

and lives changed. 

As we celebrate “30/120”—thirty years as a Reconciling Church and 120 years of 

ministry—we honor the countless hands that have carried this community forward. 

Every choir anthem, every donated can of food, every hour spent setting up tables, 

tending the grounds, or preparing for worship has helped build a church where 

people can belong, heal, and grow. Stewardship is not about what we have, but what 

we do with what we have. With gratitude for those who built this foundation and hope 

for those who will inherit it, we continue the work of loving God, loving neighbor, and 

caring for the world with open hands. 

 

https://www.vancouverheightsumc.org/
mailto:vancouverheightsumc@gmail.com
mailto:vhumcprayers@gmail.com

