The Bell Ringer
Pastor’s Corner…
During the last weekend of
August, we hosted two
community parties in our
side yard, three worshipping
communities in our sanctuary and a variety of small
groups with large quantities
of energy. It was the end of
the day Sunday and I had to force myself to leave. People were
still having fun and I did not want to miss any of it. I returned
to family knowing that there would be more to see and do in
the morning.
Sunday, September 8th will offer an opportunity for church
leaders to share their areas of passion and for members and
friends to discover new ways to be involved. The Ministry Fair
will take place during fellowship time. Work and ministry
groups will share opportunities for one-time participation. This
will also be a chance to get a better understanding of what happens here, beyond Sunday morning.
Beginning the second week of September, I will teach a study
of the Bible on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 and Stephen Ministry
on Thursday evenings at 6:30. If you are interested in a daytime class, please let me know. I am excited to return to Esther
Short Park for the Peace and Justice Fair and then to welcome
the leaders of Faith Action Network to our Fellowship Hall the
next week.
As an update, a large weaving loom is in the parsonage. By
the beginning of this month, there will be a good start on a new
altar cloth. I trust our worship team to make whatever I have to
offer something of great beauty. My parents are both home (in
Akron) and recovering from assorted malfunctions. I am most
appreciative of my recent time with them. Sara is now a junior
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Mark Your Calendar…
Monday, September 1st
Church office closed in observance
of Labor Day
Sunday, September 8th
Ministry Fair after Worship in the
Fellowship Hall—Where would
you like to serve??
Saturday, September 14th
9:00 am-4:00 pm Peace & Justice
Fair at Esther Short Park
9:00 am-3:00 pm Choir Retreat
Wednesday, September 11th
6:00-7:30 pm Youth Group (Both
parents & youth that want to participate in group need to attend.
Sunday, September 15th
2:00 pm FAN (Faith Action Network) Cluster Meeting
Wednesday, September 25th
6:30-8:30 pm Family Rock
Painting Activity for Out of the
Darkness Walk (all are welcome to
come and paint)
Sunday, September 29th
12:00 pm Greifshare Group will
resume meeting
Coming up…
Saturday, October 19th
5:00-7:30 pm 2nd Annual
Combined VHUMC & LACCC Auction

Pastor’s Corner continued...

and driving. She will be full-time at Clark College with a large collection of activities at Fort
Vancouver High School.
Finally, we have had another positive change in the office. Please stop in. or call to welcome
Lugene Paprocki, a recently retired member who will share many talents in keeping us all
coordinated. In addition to regular responsibilities, she is working with Karen Brachman and
Delaine Harold to update our membership software. Our hope is to print an updated
directory this month.
I hope to see you soon and often,
Blessings.
Pastor Jo Ann

September Birthdays
1 Ashley Kent 3 Meredith Goodwin 5 Brianna Packard
5 Jessica Ball 7 Louse Backstrom 9 Shawn Ball 9 Joan Frazier
10 Sierra Perea 11 Pat Hodney-Gould 16 Richard Baumann
17 Carson Ayers 17 Robby Mayer 19 Kristen Robertson 21 Karen
Brachmann 22 Bunny Gilbert 24 Diane Shishido 25 Kathy Snyder
26 Rose Brown 26 Pat Wolthausen 27 Rick Avery 27 Morgan Ball
27 Kay Eckstrom 28 Marcia Gabriel 29 Eleanor Bennett

Happy Anniversary

SAVE THE DATE:
Sept 15th
2:00-4:00 pm
Faith Action Network Cluster Gathering
Vancouver Heights UMC
Fellowship Hall

9/14/89 Sione & Lilinita Malua
9/20/94 Todd & Lori McCommas
9/20/97 Eric & Wynette Sayler

VHUMC will be hosting the FAN (Faith Action Network) Cluster gathering of SW Washington on
September 15th from 2:00-4:00 pm.
Vancouver Heights is part of the Faith Action Network.
What is Faith Action Network: a statewide interfaith advocacy 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization through which thousands of people and over 150 faith communities across Washington
State partner for the common good. Together, we are a powerful voice of the faithful building a
more just, peaceful, and sustainable world.
The three main foci for cluster meetings are:
1. To build closer relationships between all the faith communities of the specific Cluster group
2. To provide a space to hear advocacy updates from Advocating Faith Communities and FAN
To strategize together on advocacy plans/events for the coming year
Please plan on attending and see how we can help make a difference!
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September - Upcoming Meetings
Sept 7
Sept 3
Sept 3
Sept 10
Sept 15
Sept 16
Sept 17
Sept 22
Sept 23
Sept 24
Sept 30

10:00 am UMW General Meetng (FH)
6:00 pm Finance Meeting (19)
7:00 pm Ad Board (19)
12:00 pm Hannah Circle (19)
11:30 am SPR Meeting (19)
1:00 pm Stephen Minister Meeting (19)
9:30 am Nominations Committee (10)
11:30 am Missions Mtg (19)
7:00 pm Reading Radicals (19)
11:00 am Education Meeting (10)
6:30 pm Trustee Mtg (FH)

Would you like to be involved in some of the activities at VHUMC?
How would you like to serve at your church? How can you learn more?
You can come to our Ministry Fair on September 8th
after worship in the Fellowship Hall.
This will be an opportunity for you to check out the various groups and committees and also ask
questions of committee members and/or committee chairpersons.
Vancouver Heights has to a lot to offer!













Beyond 8-5 Men’s Group meets every Wednesdays at 10:00 am
Bible Journaling meets twice a month on the first and third Tuesdays
Missions Committee meets the 2nd Sunday of the month at 11:30 in Room 19
Reading Radicals (Book Group) meets the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7:00 19pm in Room
United Methodist Women are always welcoming new members. If you would like to join one of
the UMW Women’s Circles give the office a call to find out when they meet.
Do you love to sing? We have the perfect choir for you to join! Choir practices Wednesday
evenings at 7:00 pm (rehearsal resume from summer break on 9/18 in Room 14)
We will have a new Pastor Study starting on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 starting 9/10/19
We will be starting a new 13 week long Griefshare on 9/29 at 12:0o pm in Room 10
Do you have interest in working with the youth in our congregation? Let the office know you are
interested. We need volunteers!
Stephen Minster training will be on Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm beginning 9/12. Two course
books are required ($30.00)
Trustees would love to have you be part of the group.
We are always looking for new people to usher, greet those that walk in the doors on Sunday
morning, bring some flowers for the alter or volunteer to host coffee hour.

The opportunities are practically endless...
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Missions Updates for September 2019
The next Mission Meeting is on September
22 at 11:30 am in Room #19

Your Mission Money At Work
The SW Washington National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI) is a fantastic organization who supports people with Mental Illness. September is Suicide Prevention Month, and we as a Church have contributed $350 towards their Suicide Prevention Program. The money is used to publish their Suicide Prevention Material, and
to educate the community on how to recognize suicidal tendencies, and prevent suicides from occurring. They also use the money to publish advertising for the various
events they have pertaining to suicide, during the month of September. We as a
Church, can be proud of our contribution to this important program. NAMI is an
organization worth supporting. So, stay tuned for more information about them in
the coming months.

We have toiletries available for
those in need.

Mission Moments
Daybreak Teen Mental Health and Drug Treatment Program is in need of Art and Craft Supplies, These include:
loose glitter, sheets of felt, craft wire, tissue paper, acrylic
paint, and project kits such as; blanket making, painting, and
tie-dye kits. Please put in Daybreak basket in hallway.
Temporary "Honored Citizen" Hop Cards
Available For C-TRAN
If you are a senior (age 65+) or have a mental or physical
disability and need assistance with transportation, for
doctors appointments or other business needs in the
Portland and/or Vancouver/Clark County area you qualify as
an Honored Citizen. We have a limited supply of Regional
and Clark County Temporary Hop Cards available.
If you have questions, please contact our
Mission Chair - Darla Borella at DBorella415@gmail.com.
For immediate assistance, Darla can be reached at
(360) 737-1956.
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Remember in Prayer, Word and
Deed
Are you on our Prayer Chain??
The email for prayer requests at Vancouver Heights is:
vhumcprayers@gmail.com.
Please send all prayer concerns and/or requests to this
email. This email will be monitored on a daily basis by the office, Pastor Jo Ann and Cheryl Niehaus.
If you are not on our Prayer Chain and would like to receive
prayer emails, please let the office know so we can add you.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lynn Goodwin
Pat Wolthausen
Diane Steel
Pat Chercasen
Nina Lamb and David Womelsdorff
Pat Chercasen
Mary Zimmerman
Sue Kohlhepp
Jim Anderson
Mary Jensen
~ For the many unspoken prayer
requests in our church community

Did you know that you can go to our
website and click on the GIVE tab to
donate to the church?
You will need to create an account.
You can choose a one time giving or
set it up to donate weekly, monthly,
etc.

Prayer Calendar 2019
I was named Sunday school teacher and honored with a very large responsibility to teach children ages 4 to
10 about the love and the sacrifice of our God. I feel very happy to plant a seed of hope in their hearts, teach
them through songs and games about the life of Jesus. I love to watch their faces when I tell them that Jesus
loves them so much that he gave his life for each of them—their faces light up! I will always be very grateful
to United Methodist Women for having awarded me the scholarship and thus I was able to complete my
studies. You will always be in my heart and my prayer is that God continues to bless your work.
Ligia Raquel Iza Chicaiza,
United Methodist Women Indigenous Scholarship recipient from Ecuador
Ruth Grubel
Sept 14
rgrubel@umcmission.org
1-1-127 Uegahara Ichibancho
Nishinomiya-shi, Hyoga 662-0891
Japan

5

We celebrated Learning Avenues 50th Anniversary

Bell Tower Cruz In
2019
Loads of Fun!
We had 54 cars !
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PASTOR’S STUDIES
Tuesday’s 11:00 am
Offsite

Tuesday’s 6:30 pm
Room 10
(no class first Tuesday of the month)

Every Tuesday Pastor
JoAnn goes to the Adult Foster Home
where Barb Warren and Pam Beggs live.
They do a mini study and review of our
Sunday’s Service. This is a wonderful time
of fellowship with some of our members
that are not able to attend worship on a
regular basis.

The book we are using is
Making Sense of the Bible
By Adam Hamilton
Denominations from evangelical to mainline
continue to experience deep divisions over
universal social issues. The underlying debate
isn’t about a particular social issue, but instead it
is about how we understand the nature of scripture and how we should interpret it

If you are interested in
attending please talk with Pastor JoAnn.

You are welcome to join at any time.

Stephen Ministry Training
Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm
Starting Sept 12th.
There are two manuals required for the training
($30.00-Pastor JoAnn will be ordering them)
If you have any questions please see
Pastor JoAnn or Sharon Royle
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Family Rock Painting Night
(Youth Group Sponsored Event)

Wednesday-September 25th 6:30-8:30 pm in our Fellowship Hall
We will be getting together to paint some rocks for the Annual Out
of the Darkness Walk in October in Portland in honor of Wyatt Ball
and Daniel Avery. The Avery and Ball Families, and their friends
participate yearly in this walk. Debbie Avery has a table full of
rocks for people to choose from. She has heard from many participants how valuable
their chosen memento is.
The Out of the Darkness walk benefits the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention
by raising awareness on suicide and depression, raising money for research and education
to prevent suicide from taking place, and providing assistance and a safe outlet
for survivors of suicide.
Bring a snack to share if you would like. Bring friends
and family! If you have rocks at home, you are welcome to bring them to paint. We will supply the needed
paint and paintbrushes. We will also have plenty of
rocks to choose from to paint. So come with ideas to
make something memorable for all of those involved in
the Out of the Darkness walk. CLmCLm
Upcoming Peace & Justice events
* September 14th—Peace and Justice Fair at Esther Short Park
We need people to help set up and tear down and just to hang out at our table and
visit with anyone that stops by and asks about VHUMC. We will have a sign up sheet
September 8th in the back of the church. The event runs from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Set up will begin at approximately 7:00 am.
If you have any questions please see Mike or Cheryl Niehaus.

**This fall will mark our 23rd year as a Reconciling Congregation**
It’s almost time for Kriskindlmarkt…
Men’s items are always in need. Some ideas are
small flashlights and tool kits. Those are popular
items chosen by the kids for the Dad’s.
Anything you would like to donate for the Mom’s
and Dad’s of LACCC can be labeled
accordingly and dropped off at the office.
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Save the Date...
Education committee will be starting a 4 week study on Mark Wednesday evenings- October 16th
- November 6th from 6:00-7:00 pm .
Practicing Radical Discipleship, through the Gospel of Mark
Author is Janet Wolf
This is an intergenerational study for all ages.
Please the read the Gospel of Mark before the first class.
Books will be available for purchase during class time. ($10.00)
If interested please let the office know.

Where do my kids go during church?
Nursery (Attendant Abigail Niehaus) Room 17
Ages: Birth to age 3
*Nursery service is available from 9:30 am until end of church service *
We are adding a second Sunday School Class for our Middle School aged kids beginning 9/15/19. Until then we will continue with the One Room Sunday School.
Preschool/Elementary Class (Teacher-Gail Antijunti) Rm 12
For children age 4-grade 5
Middle School Class (Teacher-Debbie Avery) Room 10
Grade 6-8
High School
Grade 9 and up
Please stay in church actively engaged in worship

September 14th
Choir Retreat in the Fellowship Hall
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
September 18
Choir Rehearsal Resumes
10

Do you have questions about UMW missions?
How long ago
did UMW get
their start?

Where does
our money

Who are
UMW?

What is stewardship?

If God is providing,
why are there so
many hungry and

What is UMW’s
purpose?

What is
Mission

?

MINI MISSION U
Join United Methodist Women at Mini Mission U 2019!
Learn more about the Gospel of Mark, the topic of money, and the inspiring
story of women organized for mission.

Women United for Change:
150 Years in Mission
“We read the Gospel as if we had no money,
and we spend our money as if we know nothing
of the Gospel.” ~John Haughey

Saturday, September 7, 2019
10:00 am
Vancouver Heights UMC
Light brunch
hosted by Hannah Circle

Turning faith, hope and love into
action on behalf of women, children and
youth around the world.
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CREST TO COAST MISSIONAL DISTRICT UMW
ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, September 28, 2019
Olympia First United Methodist Church
1224 Legion Way SE, Washington 98501
(8:15 am: Registration, 9:00 am: Meeting Begins)

“Roots to Wings”
Keynote Speaker: Amanda Hutchinson
Guest Speaker: Estella Wallace
Registration cost: $20.00 per person (lunch included)
Name for Badge: _______________________________________
Email: ____________________Phone: _____________________
Local Unit: __________________Office held if any: ____________
Special dietary needs: ____________________________________
Mobility Considerations: __________________________________
Child Care needed (circle one) Yes or No If yes, how many and ages? __________

Deadline for registration is September 20, 2019
You can email me (susancchamberlain@yahoo.com) the above information and pay at
the door Or Mail the above form to (I need to have this in my hands by the
deadline): Susan Chamberlain, 1004 NE 72nd St, #26, Vancouver, WA 98665. Make
checks payable to C2C UMW. Any questions, call me at 360-859-3740
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We received a thank you from the
neighborhood association for hosting their
Neighborhood Night Out BBQ. The Chaiperson, Sandi McClary said, “We appreciate
all you do to host us and we are so glad
you're officially part of our association”.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Vancouver Heights was sent a thank you
letter from Global Ministries thanking us
for supporting Global Ministries
Missionaries. We donated $115.91 in support of Paul Jeffrey.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Daybreak Youth Services sent a thank you
letter letting us know they are grateful for
the donations of hygiene products. The Director of External Relations0 Sarah Spier
said: Thank you for having a hand in the
healing of a young person’s heart and
mind, and for having the faith and love to
give the gift of hope.

The trustees have reviewed the
measures that are taken to secure the church building each
night. They want to remind
key holders and users of the building that
they are responsible to secure the area of
the building that they are using when
finished.
Please also check to make sure the outside
doors and windows are closed and loced when
you are the last one to leave the building.
Lights, heating and/or air conditioning also
need to be checked to make sure that they are
off as you exit the building.
Thank you in advance for your diligence in
helping the keep the building secure
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Vicki Smith sent a letter letting us know she
is retiring from her role as director of Martha’s Pantry. Vicki and Jeanie have been
working with Martha’s Pantry for 20 years.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Please take a moment to look at the
bulletin board by the office. The thank you
notes and letters will be posted there for

Serving in Our Church September 1
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley
Liturgist: Joan Frazier
Greeters:
Ushers: Susan Chamberlain & Corkie Stewart
Coffee:

Serving in Our Church September 8
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley
Liturgist: Monte Brachmann
Greeters:
Flowers:
Ushers: Ken & Elaine Baumann
Coffee:

Vancouver Heights United
Methodist Church
Website: http://vancouverheightsumc.org
5701 MacArthur Blvd. Vancouver, WA 98661
360-693-4761 Email: vancouverheightsumc@gmail.com
Prayer Request Email:vhumcprayers@gmail.com
We are part of the Reconciling Ministries Network.
We are a church that is spiritually alive, radically inclusive and justice oriented.

Serving in Our Church September 15
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley
Liturgist: Stephanie Harold
Greeters:
Flowers:
Ushers: Monte & Karen Brachmann
Coffee: Linda Jones

Serving in Our Church September 22

STAFF
Ministers:
The Whole Congregation
Pastor:
Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Schaadt Shipley
Administrative Assistant:
Lugene Paprocki
Praise & Worship Leader:
Robby Mayer
Choir Director & Song Leader:
Nancy Huerena,
Pianists:
Lori Ritchey
Nursery Attendant:
Abigail Niehaus

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley
Liturgist: Byard Bower
Greeters:
Flowers: Pat Wolthausen
Ushers:
Coffee:

Serving in Our Church September 29
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley
Liturgist: Grover Icenogle
Greeters:
Flowers: Lou Orthmeyer
Ushers:
Coffee:

A Monthly Publication of
Vancouver Heights United Methodist Church

5701 MacArthur Blvd., Vancouver, WA 98661, 360-693-4761
Email: vancouverheightsumc@gmail.com
Prayer Email: vhumcprayers@gmail.com
Website: http://vancouverheightsumc.org
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