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The Bell Ringer  
A Monthly Publication of Vancouver Heights United Methodist Church 

5701 MacArthur Blvd., Vancouver, WA 98661 

360-693-4761  email: vancouverheightsumc@gmail.com 

Website:  http://vancouverheightsumc.org                                                     

Pastor’s Corner...    
    In my mid-twenties, I stumbled into Hyde 
Park United Methodist Church In Cincinnati.  
It was one of the largest churches in the West 
Ohio Conference.  The only available seat 
was in the front row, directly in front of the 
pulpit.   Clearly the message was just for me 
(...or so I thought at the time).  The two 
themes I still remember are “prevenient grace” and the “challenge of 
the call”.   The scripture focus was on Abraham and Sara(h).  Specifi-
cally, I remember that while Abraham chose a new adventure, Sara (h) 
was pulled into it.   
    Ten years later, I would know immediately what to name our daugh-
ter (the daughter of two pastors).   
    Twenty something years later, I still sit alone in a front pew nearest 
the pulpit and attempt to unravel the many applications of “prevenient 
grace”.  I have learned to trust that God is a part of lives and churches 
far before I even enter in and so I  attempt to honor the holy stories I 
hear and the lives that I encounter.   
    Small groups, in Methodist tradition, are the places most useful for 
me to begin connecting stories with the Holy Spirit  helping me to learn 
a bit more about the largeness that is God ‘s presence. Small groups 
are also a powerful means for people of all ages to understand how 
God’s “call” is uniquely found in each of our lives and how that call 
most effects those around us. 
    This month, I will help to lead three small groups.  The studies will 
be on the gospels and the call on our lives in a variety of formats.  For 
our youth/confirmation group, it will look like the Gospel of John and 
negotiating how the Church is called to represent the Body of Christ.  
On Tuesdays, at a nearby family home, we will compare stories that 
the gospels have in common.  On Thursdays, at the church, we will 
discuss ways in which Jesus challenges conservative as well as pro-
gressive Christians as we strive to live in unity and peace.   
Sunday mornings, we will continue with stories from Mark and John.  
With two other congregations worshipping in our Sanctuary  
(the Tongans and Celtic Christians), we will continue to find ways to 
add to our existing traditions and grow from a number of spiritual prac-
tices.  We will begin to see new 
and returning members and I  
expect to see pews a bit fuller.   
    Please know that I am glad to 
share front row seating.   
 
Serving in Christ’s love, 

Pastor Jo Ann 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

Sunday,Sept.2 
Sunday All-Church 

Dine-Out 
At  Elmers 

 
Monday, September 3rd 
Office Closed—Labor Day 

 
September 7-9 

All Church Family Retreat Camp 
 

September 8 
Peace & Justice Fair (see page 5) 

 
Tuesday, September 11th 
UMW Circles begin for Fall 

 
Tuesday, September 11th 
POPS Group starts up (FH) 

 
Saturday, September 15 

UMW District Mtg. (see page 6) 

Salmon Creek 9am-3pm 
 

Wednesday, September 19th 
Bell Ringer Newsletter Articles Due. 

 
Saturday, September 22 

10am-noon End of Life Class 
(fellowship hall) (see page 4) 

 
Saturday, September 22 

2pm-4pm Wedding Shower (FH) 
For Tasha Mayer  

(mother, Nancy Huerena (see page 3) 

Sunday, September 23 
Special Youth Event-VHUMC (page 8) 

 
Wednesday, September 26 

Mail Out The Bell Ringer 
 

Sunday, September 30, 3pm 
Middle/Senior High Gathering 

Confirmation Class (see pg. 10) 
Looking Forward: 

Saturday, October 6 
Auction (see page 5) 

(Vancouver Water Resource Ctr.) 
 

October 12-13 
UMW PNW  Annual Conference  

(see page 6) 
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DREAM BIG DREAMS… 
Be a part of something Big… 
Creating a special place 
for our entire community  
...to enjoy & visit...  
honor memories, walk, meditate… 
As we begin to enter the holiday season  
consider a donation in Honor/Memory of  
someone special (tax deductible)    
           To:  The Labyrinth Creation 
 (cards are located in Narthex on table): 
Checks to: VHUMC for Labyrinth-  Thank you. 

 

Mission/Volunteer Opportunities-  
Mission Meeting – September 9th @ 11:35 am in Workroom #6. 
September 23, 2018 – Faith Partners for Housing Presentation and Potluck.   
This compassionate organization will be making a presentation regarding the Homelessness Cri-
sis, and Affordable Housing, in the Sanctuary @ 10:00 am.  After the presentation, there will be 
a potluck, and a question answer period.  Please bring your questions, and your favorite dish to 
share, as we learn more about this important topic.  We will not be formally taking up a  
collection, however, if you wish to donate, please send your donations directly to:  Faith Partners 
for Housing. 

 
Upcoming Events:  FYI - Missions is changing things up a bit this year,  
and collecting the Thanksgiving Food, two weeks earlier than usual.   
This will keep us more organized, save money, and keep the stress level 
down.  A list attached to a bag will be given out in the Sanctuary  
on November 4

th
, and food returned November 11

th
.   

 The food will be distributed on November 18
th

.  This will give Missions a week to prepare the 
boxes, and the families time to thaw their turkeys out.  We will also start the Christmas Gift  
Giving Project for Learning Avenues, one to two weeks earlier.  
                                                                                            Thank you for your understanding. 

Evergreen Heights Neighborhood Picnic- 
-Getting to know some of our Neighborhood Friends.  
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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARY 
September 14, 1989 

Pastor Sione & LoLinita Malua 
 

September 20, 1994 
Todd & Lori McCommas 

 
September 20, 1997 

Eric & Wynette Sayler 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

1st  Ashley Kent 

3rd Meredith Goodwin 

5th  Brianna Packard 

7th  Louise Backstrom 

9th  Shawn Ball 

9th  Joan Frazier 

10th  Sierra Perea 

11th  Pat  Hodney-Gould 

16th  Richard Baumann 

17th  Carson Ayers 

17th  Robby Mayer 

19th  Kristin Robinson 

21st  Karen Brachmann 

22nd  Bunny Gilbert 

24th  Diane Shishido 

25th  Kathy Synder 

26th  Rose Brown 

26th  Pat Wolthausen 

27th  Rick Avery 

27th  Morgan Ball 

27th  Kay Eckstrom 

28th  Marcia Gabriel 

29th  Eleanor Bennett 

SEPTEMBER 2nd—Noon  

ALL CHURCH DINE-OUT  

 Elmers 

 
7105 NE 40th St., 360-260-1008 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome.  
 

For more information call  
Pat Chercasen, 360-693-0773 

 

  
 
 

CHURCH INVITE  

Everyone here is invited to  
Tasha Mayer's wedding shower. 
Her wedding venue allows for only 
80 guests, which means mostly 
just family. She was sad that she wasn't able to 
invite her church friends. So we are having a 
wedding shower here, in the friendship hall 
on Saturday, September 22nd from 2pm-
4pm.   Tasha and Nollen have been living  
together for 3 years and are not in need of any 
gifts. Your presence is gift enough. However, they 
will gladly accept the gift of cash to put toward 
their honeymoon if you want to do a gift. During 
the shower, we will be asking "who does 
"something" better? Tasha or Nollen. (example: 
who is better at driving?") If you can think of a 
question, let me know, and it will be included on 
the question game!  
 
RSVP to Nancy Huerena at 360.718.1449  
if you plan to attend!!  

https://maps.google.com/?q=s,+7105+NE+40th+St&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=s,+7105+NE+40th+St&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=s,+7105+NE+40th+St&entry=gmail&source=g
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Care Ministry UPDATE -  
Just a reminder that we have the upcoming End of Life Planning workshop on  
Saturday, September 22 at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. We will talk about 
Advanced Directives and also Durable Power of Attorney. We will also talk about 
some of the things you need to do to plan for the end of your life including whether 
or not you want a service, access to bank accounts and those passwords to emails 
and social media and more. We will have handouts for you to take home and think about or you 
can also complete them during the workshop. We plan to have a notary on hand as most paper-
work like this requires 1 or 2 witness signatures and a notary. 
 
Don't forget we have our Angel Outreach program up and running. Recently we were able to help 
arrange a ride for a member of our congregation to get to a doctor appointment and then also for 
the follow up appointment. We helped a member with a last minute doctor appointment and also 
arranged some home visits and recommended some referrals to family members that need a bit of 
extra help in their home. 

Angel Outreach is there for you! If you need a ride to the grocery store or appoint-
ment, you are in need of a visit or just would like a visit, if you need help with some 
minor housework, etc. then give Meredith Goodwin a call at 360-281-1353.  
She is the primary contact and it is preferred that you contact Meredith for your 
concern or need. 

 
Remember--Angel Outreach is a service for members of our congregation only at this time. It  
consists of members of our congregation that will be volunteering to help you. The need should be 
local meaning, in the Vancouver area or a ride to a Portland appointment. Angel Outreach,  
unfortunately cannot help with transportation requests or needs that will take our volunteers out of 
town, such as a trip to Seattle. You can also contact us for hospital visits also!   
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask! 
      Cheryl Niehaus, RN Parish Nurse  

The choir will be having a retreat on September 
1st at 9:30 AM-3PM at the church in The Friend-
ship Hall,  We will be receiving music for the upcom-
ing year and singing through as much as we have time 
for. We will gather at 9am for some breakfast and plan 
to begin at 9:30. Lunch will be included as well . 
 

 Choir rehearsals will resume August 29 @ 7 PM 

in the choir room, and our first Sunday to sing will be September 16  
All are welcome to join the choir.   We would love to have some new folks singing! 
               If you have any questions, please contact Choir Director, Nancy Huerena. 

FREE! 
If anyone would like or is interested in Stamp Collecting 
please call Wanda (360.909.3328). 
Thank you. 
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"Kristkindlemarkt" 

If you have any items you’d like to donate for this program please  drop off at 
the Church office or see Sue Kohlhepp     

Learning Avenues Child Care Center & 

Vancouver Heights UMW Partnership Event of the Year! 

Live Concert~Auction & so much more… 
October 6th at 1:30-3:30pm   
at The Vancouver Water Resource Center 
 
Our Church Family & Friends please if you can help—WE NEED YOU :) 
We are in need of wonderful donations/auction items that will help us to support 
this event.  Please  bring all of your Donations to the Church Office or to Karen 
Brachmann (contact:  360.326.3035) 

 

Vancouver Peace and Justice Fair 
Saturday, September 8th  9AM-4PM    
Esther Short Park 
 
VHUMC will have a table at this event.   
If you or someone you know would like to 

come help/set-up/volunteer/take-down we would love to 
have your support!  See Cheryl Niehaus for more info. 
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“SAVE THE DATE” 
 

VANCOUVER DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
ANNUAL MEETING 

September 15, 2018 
(8:00 am: Registration, Refreshments & Book Browsing) 

Salmon Creek UMC 
12217 NE Highway 99, Vancouver, WA 98686 

 
“CREATING SACRED SPACES” 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: LOURDES TIFRE 
PNW UMW Conference Officer 

“DACA UPDATE” 
 

Registration: Deadline September 8, 2018 
Registration fee: $10.00 per person (lunch included) 

 
Contact Susan Chamberlain for registration information 

“Save The Date” 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST CONFERENCE 

ANNUAL MEETING:   

October 12-13, 2018 
Vancouver First UMC 

401 East 33
rd

 St., Vancouver, WA 98663 
 

“Justice and Mercy for All” 
Keynote Speaker: Kenya Roberts 

 
Registration Deadline 

September 21st.  
 Registration fee options: 
Complete Annual Meeting  
(Friday & Saturday) $30.00 

Friday only (with dinner) $15.00  
or Saturday only (with lunch) $15.00 

Contact Susan Chamberlain 
 for registration information 

JOIN READING RADICALS 
—Book Group, 4th Monday  
every Month at 7pm-8:30pm Room 19. 
 
The Reading Radicals book group is reading 
"Americanah"  by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.  
According to the library website, this book 
is "a story of love and race centered 
around a young man and woman from  
Nigeria who face difficult choices and  
challenges in the countries they come to 
call home."  
If you are interested in obtaining a book 
and joining us please contact Joan Frazier 
at:   jreader9@gmail.com.  
All readers are welcome  
- we have books made available by the 
public library.  

IT’S A PARTY!!! 
Everyone is invited 

 Robby Mayer’s  28th 
Birthday Party  

Celebration 

Saturday, September 
15th  

Fellowship Hall 

6pm-8pm 

 
Cake, drinks & snacks will be 

provided. 

mailto:jreader9@gmail.com
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Bell Tower Cruz In’18 
The 6

rd
 annual VHUMC car show, 

“Bell Tower Cruz In ‘18”  
- Great Turn-Out for 2018! 
Fun was had by all!   
 
Thank you to  
everyone who came 

out to support this 
annual event! 

Calling all Prayer Warriors: 
Praying thru the District Started July 15th—here is the remaining  
September Prayer list of our Crest to Coast UMC Churches.  
 
Vancouver: Salmon Creek United Methodist Church September 2nd 
Vancouver Heights United Methodist Church    September 2nd 
Washougal United Methodist Church   September 2nd 
White Salmon United Methodist Church   September 2nd 
Willapa United Methodist Church    September 2nd 
Winlock United Methodist Church    September 2nd 
Yelm United Methodist Church    September 2nd 

CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYERS/ PRAISES 
  

Remember in Prayer, 

Word and Deed … 
 

~Lou Orthmeyer  
 

~  Sharon Royle 
(surgery 8/23) 

~Dorothy Carlson 
 

~Jeanie & Vicky 
(loss of Michael) 

 
~ Irene Sowder 

 
~Barbara Dickinson in the 

sudden loss of her Son. 
 

~ Pam Beggs  
 

~Bob & Barbara Warren  

 
~For the many other un-

spoken prayer  
requests in our  

church community 

Prayer Calendar 2018    Mission Witness 

“When I was asked to join in ministry with inmates, I was afraid.  So I requested a visit to the prison 
first.  The day I was allowed to visit was the graduation ceremony of one of the prison’s programs.  

 My heart warmed while I listened to the inmates’ speeches.  During outreach and counseling  
sessions, it became clear that the inmates too need someone to listen to them”.   
By Choong Hee Lee, Deaconess-Home Missioner, Rising Hope, Kingston, N.Y. 

 
September  Missionary Birthday 

September 11—Masuko, Memory  (GMF Intl) - Zimbabwe 
mmasuko@umcmission.org 

42 Tony McCall Drive 
Glendale 

Zimbabwe 
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Youth Group Updates and Information… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cheryl Niehaus-Youth Leader     (see Youth Bulletin Board for more photos & updates!) 

What is this Healthy Living Class about??  Well...first healthy living is not a 
diet!   I am using The Model for Healthy Living, which consists of seven areas: 
faith, movement, work, emotions, medical,  nutrition, and friends and family. A 
balanced life takes into consideration what is going on not just medically, but also 
what is going on in the other 6 areas of our lives. We will work together to learn to 
find that balance.   Each week we will look at each one of those areas.  We start-
ed with Faith—building a relationship with God, your neighbors and yourself. 
There is a scripture to focus on each week.  The first week it was:  Beloved, I 

pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, just as it is well with your soul.  
3 John 2.  I also have a book for you to use daily called, 40 Days to Better Living. It is a book to use to 
take time for yourself each day and think about those seven areas.  This is something I have a difficult 
time doing!!  This group will be a place for support and encouragement, and for others to share what 
works, what doesn’t work and maybe just simply to share any struggles for the week.   
I have some exercises to do in chairs that can be aerobic and also help with strengthening your core 
and also with flexibility.  
 JOIN US!  Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am  in the Fellowship Hall.  I hope to see you there!  
  

 
 

Let’s talk about end of life planning…Saturday—September 22 at 10am,Fellowship Hall                                                                       
Sara Rediske and I will be  leading a workshop on End of  Life Planning and Information. You will 
learn about Advanced Directives and Durable Power of Attorney.  There will be forms for you to com-
plete and/or take home. We will discuss other things like, who do you want to know passwords to all of 
your online things, your banking information, etc.  Everyone is welcome to attend and feel free to bring 
friends or family.  Come with your questions! Also, if you happen to be or have a friend or family mem-
ber that is a notary and might be able to attend the workshop, please let me know. 
Cheryl Niehaus, RN  
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SEPTEMBER  2018 
Serving in Our Church  September 2nd 
Pastor:     Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley 
Liturgist: Sue Kohlhepp 
Choir Director: Nancy Huerena 
Accompanist's: Robby Mayer & Natalie Holt 

Ushers:   Corkie Stewart & Sue Kohlhepp 
Flowers:  Karen & Monte Brachmann 
Coffee:   
 
Serving in Our Church September 9th: 
Pastor:      Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley 
Liturgist:    
Choir Director: Nancy Huerena 
Accompanist’s: Natalie Holt 
Ushers: Ken & Elaine Baumann  
Flowers:   
Coffee:   
 
Serving in Our Church September 16th: 
Pastor:      Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley 
Liturgist:  Grover Icenogle  
Choir Director:  Nancy Huerena    
Accompanist’s: Robby Mayer & Natalie Holt 

Ushers:  Don & Mary Orange 
Flowers:  
Coffee:  
 
Serving in Our Church September 23rd: 
Pastor:      Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley 
Liturgist:   Monte Brachmann 
Choir Director:  Nancy Huerena    
Accompanist’s: Robby Mayer & Natalie Holt 

Ushers:  Monte & Karen Brachmann 
Flowers:  Pat Wolthausen 
Coffee:  
 
Serving in Our Church September 30tj: 
Pastor:      Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley 
Liturgist:  Joan Frazier 
Choir Director:  Nancy Huerena    
Accompanist’s: Robby Mayer & Natalie Holt 

Ushers:  Karen & Monte Brachmann 
Flowers:   
Coffee:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vancouver Heights United  

Methodist Church 
Website:  http://vancouverheightsumc.org 

5701 MacArthur Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98661 

360-693-4761 

Part of the Reconciling Ministries Network.  

We are a church that is  

spiritually alive, radically inclusive  

and justice oriented.  

 

STAFF 

Ministers: 

The Whole Congregation 

Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. JoAnn Shipley 

Administrative Assistant: 

Tina Skeele 

Choir Director & Song Leader:  

Nancy Huerena,  

Accompanists: 

Robby Mayer  

 Natalie Holt 

Penny Wharton 

Nursery Attendant:  

Abigail Niehaus 

Webmaster: 

Michael Niehaus 

Covenant Relationship: 

Rev. Paul Jeffrey 

www.vancouverheightsumc.org 
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The Basics of 2018-2019 Confirmation 

 Sunday, September 30th, 3-5pm Room 10—first gathering 
 

 There will be a “formal” gathering once a month on a Sunday from 3pm to 5pm. 

For Middle/Senior High Youth. 

 

 Monthly, confirmands will meet and discuss “matters of faith” from the  

Cokesbury Curriculum or topics that are most relevant for the youth at this time. 

There will always be an opportunity for random questions for the pastor to answer 

on anything related to faith also at these gatherings.  The Gatherings will end 

with a simple meal for middle/senior high youth & teachers (Pastor Jo Ann, Abby N.).  

 

In January the mentors will be added to the Sunday Gatherings they will be  

 meeting with Deb Avery and Cheryl Niehaus. 

  

 In the Spring, we will join with groups from other Vancouver churches to visit a  

 Jewish Synagogue and a Muslim Mosque. 

 

In April, we will have a partial day retreat in which we invite VHUMC pastors to  

 discuss: The organization of the UM church – Ruth Mathis 

   Social Principles – Keith and Joan Hackett 

   The Global Church – Sione Malua, Deb Avery 

 

 In May: 

 church leaders will meet with the youth at the Sunday evening gathering.   

the pastor will meet individually with youth regarding interest in joining this UMC 

at this time.   

 

 June 9 is Pentecost – we will accept new members (obviously considering other 

dates for those unable to attend) in worship with youth planning and leading 

(those being confirmed will help with the sermon).   

 There will be a party which follows – of course. 

-Cleaning & Painting 
     the new Youth/Class room  
            (Room 10) 
-Great Job Everyone! 
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