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Pastor’s Corner…  

 
Every time I think of you—and I think of you often! —I 
thank God for your lives of free and open access to 
God, given by Jesus. There’s no end to what has hap-
pened in you—it’s beyond speech, beyond knowledge. 

The evidence of Christ has been clearly verified in your lives.   

1 Corinthians 1:4-6 The Message  

 
 It was fairly simple to find a topic for this edition of our 

newsletter.  It was a bit more challenging to take the time to get it 

on paper.  Thank God (and Cheryl) for predictable patience and  

also deadlines.  As we enter our third year of ministry, I have many 

reasons to offer gratitude.  Perhaps a few days at a glance will paint 

some broad strokes. 

 On Sunday June 23, Joan Frazier and Staff Parish planned a 

celebration of ministry.  During worship, I was given a generous 

collection.  After a festive gathering around ice cream and cookies 

with longtime members and many new faces, I stopped for lunch 

and opened my card – such a surprise.  I then made my way to 

Hillsboro to visit Barb Warren. (I shared a Butterfly Card and  

flowers from the church.) Returning and stuck in traffic, I called 

home to say I would be booking a flight to visit – it was a gift from 

the church.   

 Monday was a mixture of meetings regarding membership, 

worship, auction planning, trustees and reading group- more peo-

ple, more ideas and not wanting to forget who we have been.  There 

was also a visit with Pat Wolthausen at Fort Vancouver Rehabilita-

tion.  (I shared a Butterfly Card and Flowers from the church.) The 

afternoon was spent solidifying and printing Connie Icenogle’s  

memorial service.  All along the way, there were prayers and many 

details.  Home after eight, I started reading small notes that had 

been collected on Sunday.  These were individual words of  

encouragement and appreciation.  Each and every one was appreci-

ated.  Thank you. 
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Mark Your Calendar… 
 

Thursday July 4th 
OFFICE CLOSED in observance of 
Independence Day 
 

Sunday, July 7th  
12:00 pm Dine Out at Spaghetti 
Factory  (730 SE 160th Ave) 
 

July 12th-15th 
Mission U in Elllensburg 

 
July 13th-20th  

Pastor JoAnn out of office for con-
tinuing education 
++ No Pastor Studies this week 
 

Saturday, July 13th 
9:00 am-3:00 pm Parking Lot Sale  
11:00 am Saturday in the Park at 
Esther Short Park 
 

Sunday, July 14th 
10:00 am We will have a Guest 
Speaker during worship:  
Rev. Tom Tucker 
 
Coming up… 
 

Tuesday, August 6th  
6:00 pm Neighborhood Night Out 

 
Sunday, August 18th  

10:00 am Outdoor Worship and 
All Church Potluck  

 
Sunday, August 25th 

3:00 pm Bell Tower Cruz-In 
 

Saturday, October 19th  
2nd Annual Combined VHUMC & 
LACCC Auction with  
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Pastor’s Corner continued  

Today, there are plans for completing confirmation in the fall (and picking up confirmation cross-

es from Friends of the Carpenters).  One of our members does not hear well in Sunday worship 

and so goes with me to our Tuesday morning worship at Gabriella’s Quality Care (home of Pam, 

Barbara, and Carol).  A text from Ken and Jim assures me they will join us.  Later, I will spend 

time with Janice Willoughby and prepare for a new evening study.  This group is growing each 

week and so we decided to continue.  Eventually Robby and I will choose music.  The bulletin and 

newsletter will be finished – with many hands and much grace. 

 Throughout the week, my mind goes back to Sunday worship.  I remember the energy of 

the music and the closing circle of blessing.  I also remember the joy of greetings for longtime 

members and people new to our gathering.  Most succinctly this week, I remember a new member 

who seemed a bit uncomfortable at first and walked out during my sermon.  I remember the hush 

in the room.  The thought, “Had we failed in some way?” was clearly in the air.  Then our visitor 

returned and stayed throughout our time of fellowship, was greeted by many and shared that I 

would see her in a few weeks, after her daughter’s wedding.  I remember this symbol of success- 

one of many from the last two years.  I serve a place that is very human and yet full of Grace.  I am 

deeply grateful. 

Pastor Jo Ann 

SAVE THE DATE  

for our Fall Auction.  
Second Annual Combined Auction 

Vancouver  Heights and Learning Avenues will host 
A Playful Oktoberfest 
Saturday October 19 

5:00-7:30 pm 
Our auction Committee:  Kelli Waldo, Meredith Goodwin, 

Lugene Paprocki, Stephanie Harold, 
Karen Brachman, Don Orange, Jerry Todd and  Dorene 

Brugman 

Stephen Minister Training  

Wednesday, July 10th  

6:30 pm  

This will be our first training meeting. 

If you are interested in becoming a 

Stephen Minister or even if you are 

thinking about, come to the first train-

ing meeting and see what it is all about.  If you have any 

questions, please talk with Pastor JoAnn.  

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 

Youth Group will look a bit different this fall.  

There will be a parent and youth meeting on 

August 18th after our Outdoor Worship & All 

Church Picnic.  

I will have permission slips for the year for 

the kids to participate in youth meetings and 

activities, and also a youth covenant for par-

ents and youth to sign. We will talk about 

meetings, expectations and also the need for 

parent volunteers.  I hope to see everyone 

there that plans on participating in youth 

events.  

We will be meeting twice a month with one of 

those meetings being a social action-mission 

activity or family event.  We will also be host-

ing another Cool Whip District Event in  

September, 

Cheryl Niehaus 

Youth Leader  
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June - Upcoming Meetings & Updates  
(see calendar in back) 

 
July 2  10:00 Bible Journaling (10) 
July 2    6:00 pm Finance Meeting (19)  
July 2   7:00 pm Ad Board Meeting (19) 
July 4  Office Closed—Independence Day 
July 10   6:30 pm Stephen Minister Training-Unit 1 (19) 
July 14    11:30 am Missions Meeting (19) 
July 16    10:00 am Bible Journaling (10) 
July 23   BELL RINGER ARTICLES DUE ( late entries/changes  will no 
longer be accepted) 

July 22   7:00 pm Reading Radicals (19) 
July 29   6:30 Trustee Meeting (FH) 
 
Beyond 8-5 Men’s Group meets weekly on Wednesday’s at 10:00 am 
 

 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who  walked and 
represented  

Vancouver Heights  
in the  

2019 PRIDE Parade! 

Saturday in the Park 
July 13th 

Saturday in the Park is at Esther Short Park 
The event runs from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm.   

Set up starts about 7:30-8:00 am.  
We need volunteers to help set up and tear down our booth, as 

well as just come and hang out to represent VHUMC.   
We usually have a craft for kids to do that are passing by and 

church brochures on our table.   
This is a fun family event, and again another way we can show our 
love for one another while representing ourselves as a Welcoming 

Reconciling Congregation.  
 

There will be a sign up sheet before and after worship on  

June 30th and July 7th. 

    

PRIDE PARADE 2019 

DINE OUT  

Sunday, July 7th 
12:00 PM  

Spaghetti Factory 
 730 SE 160th Ave  

Anyone is welcome to join 
us for lunch! 
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Happy 

Birthday 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

1 David Chen 
2 Avery Hann 

7 Kyle McCommas 
7 Mary Orange  
8 Myrna Ihrig 

9 Jim Anderson 
11 Gary Antijunti  
11 Karen Wilson  
14 Victor Lake  

15 Ken Baumann  
15 Sue Kohlepp 

16 Stephanie Baumann 
18 Lori McCommas  
19 Shauna Goodwin  

21 Lisa Packard  
24 Barb Stellini  
26 Carol Lake 

26 Aaron Avery  
28 Ally Niehaus 
29 Scott Royle 

 

 
Happy Anniversary 

 

 
July 6, 1996 Tony and Jessie Hann 

July 30, 1983 Don and Mary Orange  

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
AND  

ANNOUCNNEMENTS  
 

Please be mindful of the due dates for the Bell Ringer ar-
ticles and for 

 weekly announcements.  
We have been getting a lot of late submissions, as well as 

multiple e-mails with corrections and/or additions.   
Please take the time to review what you would like  

Submitted, and then when  it is correct submit it to the 
church email or drop it off at the office.  

Late submissions and/or corrections will no 
longer be accepted.  

Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Bell Ringer articles for the August newsletter 
July are due July23rd no later than 1:00 pm 

Weekly announcements are due   
Tuesdays no later than 1:00 pm weekly 

Yearly Parking Lot Sale  

Saturday July 13th 9:00 am-3:00 pm  

Reserve a table for yourself or share with a friend  

We ask that you donate 10% of your proceeds  to the church. 

Please call the church office to reserve a table at  

360-693-4761 on or before July 10th.  

If you have questions please talk with  

Jerry Roche’ (360—600-5433) 

or  

Elaine Baumann (360-695-6495) 

 

Remember… 

another man’s junk is another man’s treasure!  

Please note:  UMW will not be having a table this year at the Parking Lot Sale. There will be a table however, for 

the Labyrinth. All proceeds from this table will go towards our Labyrinth Fund. If you have any questions please 

give the office a call or talk with Delaine Harold. Donations for the table can be dropped off at the office labeled:  

Labyrinth/Parking Lot Sale.  
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Are you on our Prayer Chain?? 
The email for prayer requests at Vancouver Heights is:  

 vhumcprayers@gmail.com.  
Please send all prayer concerns and/or requests to this 
email.  This email will be monitored on a daily basis by the of-
fice, Pastor Jo Ann and Cheryl Niehaus.   
If you are not on our Prayer Chain and would like to receive 
prayer emails, please let the office know so we can add you.  

 

 Remember in Prayer, Word and Deed  
• Wanda Wilson 
• Pat Wolthausen 
• Janice & Bob Willoughby 
• Barbara Warren 
• Grover Icenogle 

• Mary Schroff 
• Eileen Costuck  
• Pam Beggs 

• Corrina Harbaugh 

 
 ~ For the many unspoken prayer requests  

in our  church community 

Prayer Calendar 2019  

The Nashville Freedom School Partnership provides summertime literacy and enrichment ac-

tivities for children in grades K-8. Part of a national effort by the Children’s defense fund, the 

six-week, weekday project combines college-age mentors, culturally relevant curriculum, so-

cial action and arts education to boost pride and reading proficiency among low-income, at-

risk children. In 2017 three United Methodist Church congregations hosted 170 youth and 

children, and another UMC congregation helped launch a junior internship through Freedom 

Schools to help high schoolers gain job training and develop positive work habits. Middle 

school students at the Gordon Memorial UMC Freedom School wrote and performed a rap 

music video about the power of learning, which was produced by UMCOM in Nashville.  

Garlinda Burton, Executive Director, Nashville Freedom School Partnership, Order of Deaconess and 

Home Missioner, Nashville, Tenn. 

 

James Perdue, Missionary  July 9 

jperdue@umcmission.org 

9422 E. 29th  St  Tucson, AZ 85710     

 

Please Grover Icenogle and the fami-

ly of Connie Icenogle in your prayers 

on the death of Connie.  

 

Please keep Eileen Costuck and  

family in your prayers on the death 

of George.  

Did you know that you can go to our website 
and click on the GIVE tab to donate to the 

church?  
You will need to create an account. You can 

choose a one time giving or set it up to  
donate weekly, monthly, etc.  

mailto:vhumcprayers@gmail.com
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Pastor Studies  
 

Tuesdays 11:00 am 
Offsite 

Every Tuesday Pastor  
JoAnn goes to the Adult 
Foster Home where Barb 

Warren and Pam Beggs live. 
They do a mini study and 

review of our Sunday’s Ser-
vice. This is a wonderful 
time of fellowship with 

some of our members that 
are not able to attend  

worship on a regular basis.  
 

If you are interested in  
attending please talk with 

Pastor JoAnn.  

Tuesday’s 6:30 pm  
Room 10 

(no class July 16) 
 

 Christmas in July. 
The book we are using is 

The Journey 
By Adam Hamilton 

We have just learned about 
Moses and now we begin 

with Jesus. 
 

We have new additions 
each week, all are welcome! 

 

Thursday’s  10:00 am 
Room 19 

The book we are using is 
Holy  Envy:  Finding God in 

the Faith of Others 
By Barbara Taylor 

 
This book explores how 

when we learn  about  
another faith we can find 
something impressive or 

admirable in their  
traditions  

 
You are welcome to join at 

any time 
 
 

Pastor JoAnn’s Tuesday Morning 

Study offsite.  
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Missions Updates for July 2019  
 

 

 

Get Acquainted Meeting:  
Missions is looking for a few good men and women to volunteer to 

help with special projects, or join the Committee, if interested.  We 

are going to have a Get Acquainted Meeting on Sunday,  

July  28th, at 11:30 am in Room #19.  Come and join us, and 

learn more about what the Mission Ministry does.  All are welcome, 

even if you are just curious about what we do.  YOU ARE NOT  

OBLIGATED TO JOIN, JUST  BECAUSE YOU ATTEND THE  

MEETING.  The meeting is primarily to educate those who are interested in what we are 

doing, and get acquainted with those who may be interested in helping intermittently, or in 

joining.  Flyers, and other info will be available.  

 

 

Your Money At Work:    
One thing you may not realize is your product donations are just as  

important as your cash donations.  Product donations allow us to  

provide services at no cost to the Church itself, and frees money up for 

Ministry in other areas.  The Family Promise Food Drive is an excellent 

example.  The Congregation donated enough cereal, oatmeal, peanut butter, and jam to 

support twelve Host Churches in providing a healthy breakfast to homeless families.  The 

foods that were not needed by Family Promise, as well as one of the toasters  were donat-

ed to a Man and Son who Graduated and moved into their own apartment. One toaster 

went to Salmon Creek UMC, and the other one went to their Navigation Center in Camas, 

where three Host Churches will be able to use it, when their time 

comes to Host at that facility.  Thank You for your support!  

 

Do You Have a Pick-up Truck??    
Did you know that Missions occasionally has a need for someone 

who will haul something in their large vehicle, or Pick-up Truck?    

If you are interested, please let Darla know, or  

attend the "Get Acquainted Meeting" mentioned above.   

DBorella415@gmail.com or (360) 737-1956.  Thank You!     

 

 

Next Mission Meeting:   

  August 11, 2019 @11:30 am in Room 

#19. 
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August 25th  3:00 PM 

       Life Skills Class Completion Celebration                
The Mission Program held a year long "Life Skills" class for teen moms growing into adult-

hood.  The Class was led by Eboni Twitty,  our Vida's Ark Coordinator.  Life Skills focused on 
the skills  needed to grow into responsible, successful adults.  The class was completed and a  

Celebration Meal was provided to the participants of the Program. 

Braille Hymnals Found 

Please keep in mind:   

The office recently found some Braille Hymnals 

in the Workroom.  They are currently in the 

Choir Room.  If you know of someone who has 

a need for them please let us know.  Otherwise, 

let's keep it in mind, in the event we have  a 

member or attendee who needs them.   

Thank You! 
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Pacific Northwest Conference United Methodist Women 

Collected 432 Quilts for “Children at Risk” 
 

A tradition since 1991 at the Pacific Northwest Confer-

ence United Methodist Church Annual Meeting is the 

display of UMW Quilts for “Children at Risk” in our Con-

ference. It was a beautiful display of color, texture, 

shapes and especially love and prayers for at risk chil-

dren. For this year 2019, 432 quilts were received, an 

increase of 148 quilts.  Puyallup UMC again were the 

top quilters bringing in 90 quilts.  

Quilts were given out to the UMW District Presidents to 

be distributed to mission agencies in their areas working 

with women, youth, children, and babies.  In that distri-

bution quilts are given to the Northwest Detention Center in 

Tacoma, Tacoma Community House, Atlantic Street Center, 

Mt. Vernon Hispanic Ministry, Family Promise in Salmon 

Creek, the Support Center in Omak, and Domestic Violence 

Victim Services in Everett to name just a few of the places 

that received the quilts.  

Our goal for next year, 2020 is to bring in over 500 quilts.  

Marsha Aufenkamp, President of Seven Rivers Mission Dis-

trict UMW will be in charge next year. If you did not bring a 

quilt to conference this year, please consider bringing one 

next year.  If you brought one, how about two next year. To-

gether we can increase the number of smiles on the face of 

a child receiving a quilt filled with love and prayers. 

Thank you to all the churches and UMW units that brought  

in quilts and or blankets this year, 2019.   

  Susan Chamberlain, President 

  Crest to Coast Missional District UMW     

Thursday Afternoon  
at Annual Conference 

Saturday Afternoon  
at Annual Conference 
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 Grief Support Class will start on June 30th and continue for 6 weeks, with the 

last class for the summer being on August 4th. This group will be  support and 

sharing.  There will be a journal that will be handed out for you to work on 

during the week with scripture prompts and thoughts.  You are not required to 

share.   

In the fall we will start another 13 week session of Griefshare. You are welcome to join at 

any time. If you have any questions please talk with Cheryl Niehaus.  

 Thank you to Sharon Royle and members of the 

congregation for the flowers and for  

honoring me on Senior Recognition Day. 

  ~ Ruby Boyd  

 

We received a thank you card from Merle Bramhall 

thanking us for the card with so many familiar names 

on it. His daughter in law, Kathy Bramhall says he is 

doing well and feels good. His eyesight has gotten 

worse, so he can no longer read.  

Congratulations to Jessica Ball!  Jessica  graduated from Evergreen High 

School. Jessica is the daughter of Angie and Shawn Ball and Granddaughter 

of Rick and Debbie Avery.  

Congratulations to AmberLeigh Packard. AmberLeigh graduated from 

Skyveiw High School in the top 5% of her class.  AmberLeigh is the daughter 

of Lisa Packard.  

CLASS OF 2019  

Bible Journaling  
During the months of June, July and August Bible Jour-
naling will meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month.  

We will still meet at 10:00 am in Room 10. 
The first Tuesday we will have a more guided class with a 

chosen scripture and some ideas for you to follow. The 
third Tuesday of the month class will be for you to just 

come and finish a project or start a new one.  
Everything you will need will be supplied Just bring a Bible 

of your choosing or journal to express yourself in.  

Neighborhood Night Out  

August 6th  at 6:00 pm 

Vancouver Heights will be  

hosting the Neighborhood Night 

out again this year.  

Save the date and come and join 

the fun and meet some of our 

church neighbors! 
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Paul Jeffrey talking 

about his mission work.  

 

Turner Caldwell at the 

PRIDE Parade—LOVE 

ALWAYS WINS!! 

Paul Jeffrey invited some of the people he met  

to worship with us by telling their stories.  

We love to greet each other! 

Children’s Time Prayer with Paul Jeffrey 

Children’s Time with Pastor  

JoAnn—talking about Graduation. 

Nick Helgeson, Eric Chen and Kayden Stellini sharing about the 

experiences at CONVO. They all thanked they congregation for 

your support.  

Pastor JoAnn in a rainbow tutu—

ready for the PRIDE parade ! 
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July 2019 
 
 

 

Serving in Our Church  July 7th 
Pastor:     Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley 
Liturgist:  Monte Brachmann 
Greeters:  
Ushers:  Corkie Stewart & Susan Chamberlain 
Coffee:   Jim Anderson and Bonnie  
 

Serving in Our Church July 14th 
Pastor:      Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley 
Guest Speaker:  Rev Tom Tucker 
Liturgist:   Joan Frazier  
Greeters: Velma Heckman  
Flowers:   
Ushers:  Ken & Elaine Baumann 
Coffee:  Mary Zimmerman & Elaine Baumann in 
honor or Sue and Ken’s birthdays 
 

Serving in Our Church July 21st 
Pastor:      Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley 
Liturgist:   Susan Chamberlain 
Greeters:   
Flowers:   
Ushers:  Carol Scott & Don Orange 
Coffee:         

 
Serving in Our Church July 28th  
Pastor:      Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley 
Liturgist:   Jim Anderson 
Greeters: 
Flowers:   
Ushers:  Delaine Harold & Stephanie Harold  
Coffee:  The Niehaus Family in honor of Ally’s 
18th birthday. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Vancouver Heights United  

Methodist Church 
Website:  http://vancouverheightsumc.org 

5701 MacArthur Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98661 

360-693-4761 Email: vancouverheightsumc@gmail.com 

Prayer Request Email:vhumcprayers@gmail.com 

Part of the Reconciling Ministries Network.  

We are a church that is  

spiritually alive, radically inclusive  

and justice oriented.  

 

 

STAFF 

Ministers: 

The Whole Congregation 

Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Schaadt Shipley 

Administrative Assistant: 

Delores Filbeck 

Praise & Worship Leader: 

Robby Mayer  

Choir Director & Song Leader:  

Nancy Huerena,  

Pianists: 

Lori Ritchey 

Nursery Attendant:  

Abigail Niehaus 

Webmaster: 

Michael Niehaus 

 

www.vancouverheightsumc.org 
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Paul’s article will be posted on our church Facebook page and also  our church website 

and you will be able to follow the links that he mentioned above.  

Dear friends in my supporting congregations, 

 At the end of this month, I will retire as a United Methodist missionary. Although I’ll continue 

working as a photojournalist, my formal relationship to the denomination and to your congregation 

will come to an end. 

 I write one last time to tell you how much I appreciate your support during so many years. In many 

cases, it's been decades. You have given me the incredible privilege to witness God at work around 

the world, creating space for hope in the middle of conflict and suffering. And you’ve faithfully 

sought to understand and respond to the economic and political challenges of mission in an in-

creasingly globalized world. For all that, thank you. 

 Some final resources: 

 Here’s the video about my work that I shared during my itineration this spring. 

 Here’s an interview with Lyda and me that the Pacific Northwest Conference presented during this 

year’s annual conference session. 

 I discussed with several of you some options for missionary sponsorship in the future. One I hope 

you'll explore is developing a covenant relationship with individuals who participate in Christian 

Peacemaker Teams in places like Colombia, Iraq, and Palestine. 

 Or you can sponsor another United Methodist missionary. There are lots of them doing exciting 

work, including people like Katherine Parker, a US native working on education about water and 

sanitation in Nepal (see video), or Lorraine Charinda, an agricultural specialist from Zimmbabwe 

working in the DRC, or Emma Cantor, a Filipina deaconess working to empower women through-

out Asia. 

 If you want to follow my adventures in my new life as a freelance journalist, you can follow me 

on Facebook and on my blog (on which I'm way behind). 

 We have shared an adventure together. From the depth of my soul, thanks for your friendship, en-

couragement, and support. 

 Paul 


