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Pastor’s Corner    
We entered the season of Lent with stories from the Gospel of 
Mark.  As predicted, the disciples are not always understand-

ing or being helpful to Jesus.  I want to consider the possibil-
ity that they are doing their best and that discipleship is more 

than a one- time opportunity.  Even though Mark has minimal 
attention to detail, there is time for more than one healing sto-
ry for persons who have been blind.  My favorite is the one 

that begins the eighth chapter.  There is one healing and then 
another healing – or perhaps a fine tuning.  The man first sees 
shapes that don’t make sense and then there is clarity. 

 
We all have some amount of spiritual blindness.  Our 

thoughts are not always God’s thoughts and we don’t have a 
switch that simply changes signals.  We do have prayer and 
scripture and fellowship. And we do have a God that wants us 

to succeed and offers us next chances at clarity. 
 

During Lent there is weekly communion.  Our beautiful table 
is covered in wrinkled burlap which seems just right.  Our al-
tar is covered in candles and also branches.  It is a wilderness 

season and there are places of light.  Thursday morning Bible 
Study has been such a light, as have UMW gatherings and 
work parties with some of our leaders.  Most of all, I am con-

sistently inspired by our music team and choir.  Placed be-
tween pulpit, table and altar they give me joy and often a few 

tears. 
 
In the pages of this newsletter will be prayers amid successes 

and the notice that there will be changes in office staff.  I have 
been personally and professionally blessed by both Cheryl and 
Shelby as I know our church has been.  We will continue to 

see Cheryl in worship and with youth and parish nursing.  
Shelby and her husband Roy have decided to participate in a 

different faith community, still adding their beautiful energies 
to the darkness of our world. For all the persons in transition 
and especially these families I ask your prayers.   

Continued on page 2 
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Cont. from page 1 

It is taking longer than anticipated for all the work to happen with First Congregational 
Church.  (There is one approval needed and then another and then another.)  This 
means we have the privilege of continued relationship among four faith communities 

during Lent and into the season of Easter.  Our services on Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday (March 29 and 30 – both at 7 pm) will rely on scripture, music, prayers and some 

hand/foot washing to remember the words of Christ and to attempt to make sense of 
them one more time. 
 

It takes all of us, working together each day to make some sense of what God might be 

wanting to do in our world.  My appreciation goes to  God and my fellow disciples for the 

journey – it is not always easy but it is always a blessing. 

 

Pastor JoAnn 

I am a beloved  
Child of God  

and a beauty to behold. 

 

Congratulations to Shari Perea who recently 

passed the National Board for teaching!  

Vancouver School District has many National 

Board teachers making the district , 30th in 

the nation out of over 15,000  

U.S. School Districts.  

 
Circle of Hope is in need of plastic Easter eggs and Easter candy 
to fill them for our Easter Egg hunt after worship on April 1st.  

Please have any donations to the office by Thursday, March 22nd.  
Thank you! 
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News from the Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations Committee 
 

Changes are coming in our church office! Shelby Tanke submitted her resignation, 
and her last day in the office was February 15. We wish Shelby well in her future 
endeavors, and thank her for all she has done for the church. 
 

Cheryl Niehaus has accepted an opportunity for more hours in her primary job as a 
nurse, and therefore, has also resigned her position in the church office. She will 
continue at lesser hours until a replacement is hired. In addition, Susan Chamber-
lain is helping to cover the office during this transition time. Cheryl will be missed in 
the office, but her new job responsibilities will also be helpful to her as our Parish 
Nurse. 
 

Cheryl and Shelby were both invaluable to us during our change of Pastor. We are 
grateful for their efforts and the continuity they helped provide for the congregation. 
 

We hope to share news of a new Administrative Assistant soon. 
 

Joan Frazier 

SPR Chair 
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Recently Shari Perea sat down to write to Representative Jaime Herrera Butler. Daughter, Quinn, 

age 12 thought she had better write too. When Quinn’s letter was finished, Mom put it on Facebook 

and Twitter. The Columbian newspaper saw it and interviewed Quinn. The newspaper article 

should be published this week. Here is the letter she wrote... 
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The Care Ministry meeting has been rescheduled. I am going to do two 
meetings to try and catch everyone that wants to attend.   

Tuesday, March 13th at 11:30 am   
and  

Saturday, March 17 at 12:00 pm  
 
If you have any questions or ideas please bring them to the meeting or 
you are certainly welcome to give me a call, catch me at church or send 
me an email.  
My email is:  niehausmcc@gmail.com  

I look forward to seeing you all at the meeting!  
Cheryl Niehaus RN  
 

Prayer Calendar 2018 
Mission Witness 

 

I originally planned to attend law school and worked at an alcohol and drug detox 
center to save money for college. While working there, a kid who was very close to 
my age thanked me for saving his life. I quickly abandoned my plans to go to law 

school and pursued social work.  
Marlin L. Livingston,  

President/CEO, Cunningham Children’s Home  
Urbana, Illinois 

 
Birthday 

Nan McCurdy 

March 16th 
mccurdy@umcmission.org 

55 Calle Aragon, Unit O  
Laguna Woods, CA  92637 
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1 Sam Stellini 3 Monte Brachmann 3 Julie Johsnon  

3 Diane Steel  7 Wynette Sayler 7 Sione Malua  9 Deb Avery 11 

Margaret Goodwin 15 Eboni Twitty  15 Margie Schultze  

16 Chuck Crawford 16 Diana Angle  

16 Zizhao Chen  18 Elaine Stellini 19 Lyn Milner  

22 Mary Zimmerman 23 Larry Chercasen 24 Chris Hammett 

26 Sheree Fitzpatrick 26 Jordan McCommas 26 Carys Ridler 26 

Colton Ridler 27  Hannah Avery 27 Stephanie Roche’ 28 Jeani 

Johnson 29 Dennis Short 29 Grover Icenogle  

30 Joan Hackett 30 Pastor JoAnn Shipley 31 Xander Martini  

Happy Anniversary  
3/5/2002 Wayne & Stephanie Roche’ 

3/8/1986 David & Martha Cochran  

3/21/1993 Carol & Rocky Rinehart  

Save these dates… 
Our annual plant sale will be on May 12th. Tell your friends, 

family and co-workers that we have the best plants with the best 

prices in town! 

(Mother’s Day is May 13th—Mom wants beautiful flowers or a 

hanging basket full of beautiful flowers and maybe a tomato 

plant or two!) 

 

 

 

 

The annual Parking Lot Sale will be on June 

23rd. It’s not too early to start thinking about 

your table while doing some Spring Cleaning! 

You might make millions...hundreds...a few dol-

lars ?!!! Just remember... what you think might 

be junk, is surely someone else's treasure! 
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Vancouver Heights United Methodist Church  

Palm/Passion Sunday Worship  
March 25th  

 10:00 am  

Maundy Thursday Worship  
March 29th  

7:00 pm  

Good Friday Worship  
March 30th  

 7:00 pm  

Prayer Vigil  
March 30th 9:00 pm to March 31st 9:00 am  

Sunrise Easter Worship  
April 1st  

7:00 am  

Easter Breakfast  
April 1st  

7:30-9:30 am  

Easter Worship  
April 1st  

10:00 am  
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      Remember in Prayer, Word and Deed  
   

 

 

 

Connie Icenogle  Dorothy Carson 

Lugene Paprocki Brianna Packard  

Nancy Huerena  Bob Warren  Diane Steel  

Barb Warren  Connie Icenogle’s sister, Carol 

Martha’s Pantry  Verna Ryan’s son, Richard  

We are in need of people who want to serve their church.  

Can you or a group you belong to host coffee hour one Sunday?  

Can you greet those coming into our church on Sunday  

morning?   

Can you bring flowers for the alter ?  

How about ushering?  

 

Please sign up to get the week you would like to serve.  

If you have any questions, please give the office a call at 360-693-4761 

 

 

We are need of cookies for coffee hour on weekends we don’t have an-

yone to host.  If you see any good deals on cookies, please pick up 1 or 

2 packages and bring them to church. Thank you!! 

Certified Lay Minister (CLM) Weekend Intensive Training 
 

March 16 @ 1:00 pm - March 17 @ 6:00 pm 

CLM Weekend Intensive at Alton Collins Retreat Center in Eagle Creek, OR. Training will begin 

on Friday, March 16th at 1:00 PM and conclude with dinner on Saturday, March 17th.   

Topics to include:   

the basics of church administration, preaching, worship, pastoral care and community engage-

ment. 

$150 per person double occupancy (includes training fee, lodging and all meals) 

$200 per person single occupancy (includes training fee, lodging and all meals) 



9 

UMW Executive Board Meeting  

Saturday, March 3rd  

10:00 am in the Library (room 19)  

Following this meeting is the UMW General Meeting 

 

UMW General Meeting 

All men, women and teens are invited to join us on  

Saturday, March 3rd 

 Beginning at 12:00 pm (noon) in the Friendship Hall  

We will explore how God has made, and continues to make, an impact in our lives and in the 

lives of  others as we share our stories of  faith.  

Lunch is provided. We will offer childcare if  you request it ahead of  time.  

 

Have you been thinking about inviting a friend to learn more about United Methodist Women, 

this is the time!! 
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Our next Mission Committee meeting is  
March 11th at 11:30 in Room 6.  

 

 

The Young Lives Teen Mom Baby Dinner was a real success. Thank you to all 
that participated!  Thank you to Abigail Niehaus, Meli Nicholson, Lyn Milner 
and AmberLeigh Packard  for caring for the children so the Mom’s could enjoy 

dinner and a program by Young Lives.  Thank you to Jeanie Harmon, Mary 
Zimmerman, Sue Kohlhepp, Wanda Wilson and Eboni Twitty for donating the 

food for their dinner.  

Darla Borella, Missions Chair 

 

 

Mission Committee News 

It’s not too early to start thinking 
about Summer Church Camp at Ocean 

Park or Lazy F or Twinlow.  

Please visit the Pacific Northwest 
Conference Camping Website at:  

http://pnwcamps.org/ 

You will find camp information includ-
ing dates and how to register.  
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You are invited… 

 Sue would like you to join her as she celebrates  

Mary Zimmerman on her 80th birthday. 

 
 

Towards the end of 2000 I got the diagnosis that I had an advanced, ag-
gressive breast cancer. As usual I had over done. It is now 2018 and I am 
still here due to good doctors, appropriate medicine and the care and pray-
ers of family and friends. The friend most closely associated with my still 
being alive is definitely Mary Zimmerman. She dragged me to the ER 
while I moaned and groaned that I didn’t want to go. She made sure I took 
my medicines, and presently she is trying to cover for my chemo brain. 
And the current anti-cancer drug is the hardest on my brain, although she 
tells me they have all had some effect.   

 

So, I owe Mary big time. This March 22 Mary celebrates her 80th birthday. 
I decided I should ‘do’ something for her. My first thought was A  TRIP. 
Then I thought again. A trip would be my choice to celebrate, but what 
would Mary like? I think she would like to have an opportunity to be with 
as many as possible of her family and friends. Accordingly, I am asking as 
many as can make it to come to a reception and dinner at the Vancouver 
Hilton on her birthday, March 22. I am picking up the tab – it is the least I 
can do to thank her for 18 years (and probably more) of life. 

 

The Hilton is at 301 West 6th Street, Vancouver, WA. The party is currently 
to be held in the combined Hemlock/Oak room. Enter the front door of the 
Hilton. On your left across a lobby is the check-in desk and across from 
that are three elevators. Take any one to the second floor. Go to the right 
upon exiting the elevator and you will walk right into the Hemlock/Oak 
room. If you go behind the elevators you will find the restrooms. 

 

We are scheduled to enjoy a reception with appetizers from 4:30 to 
6:30 followed by a sit-down dinner starting at 6:30. You need to let me 
know if you want beef, chicken or salmon for dinner – then show up  
between 4:30 and 6:30 pm. 
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=301+West+6&entry=gmail&source=g
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Mission u 2018   July 13-16  
Central Washington University 

 
Fulltime $300 / Weekend  $255 / Commuter $200 

Register online https://pnwmissionu2018.eventbrite.com or paper 

 
"What About Our Money?"  

 Plenary Study-Rev. Neal Christie 
• Explore how faith and money are related 
• How do we make our financial decisions? 

• How we use/consume our resources? 
• What belongs to God? 

• How to plan as people of faith? 
• Oppression is evident throughout the Bible. 

Inequalities still shape relationship to money & God 
And either- 

"Embracing Health and Wholeness" 
Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Shipley; Rev. Dr. Carol Mariano; Rev. Golden Neal  

• Climate change, social responsibility, & justice issues 
• Importance of worship, justice & mercy, solidarity 

• The biblical command to love ourselves & explore vocation, identity, play, happiness. 
Develop a covenantal living plan, or rule of life. 

Or-  
"Missionary Conferences with a Difference" 

Bishop Mary Ann Swenson  
The past, present and future of Alaska, Red Bird and Oklahoma Conferences will be ex-

plored. 
Youth  12-17 -  "Is It Just Money?"  

         Amanda Hutchinson & Sara Culp 
 

Mission u is jointly sponsored by Conference Board of Global Ministries and United Meth-
odist Women and open to all - Men, Youth and Women. Scholarships Available. 

 
To enroll or for more information please contact  

Dean Joan Hackett revkeithjoan@hotmail.com 
 Co-Registrars: 

Amanda Hutchinson, amhutchinson13@gmail.com or 
Susan Chamberlain,  susancchamberlain@yahoo.com 

 

https://pnwmissionu2018.eventbrite.com
mailto:revkeithjoan@hotmail.com
mailto:amhutchinson13@gmail.com
mailto:susancchamberlain@yahoo.com
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March 4 

3:00-5:00 pm 

March 11 

3:00-5:00 pm 

March 18  

3:00-5:00 pm  

March 25 

3:00-5:00 pm  

 

If you have any questions please 

talk with  Cheryl Niehaus  

Noodles & Doodles  
Youth will have their annual Noodles & Doodles 

fundraiser dinner for upcoming youth retreats and 

mission trip.  

Dinner will be the April 28th and tickets will be the 

same as last year, $20.00 per person.  

Save the date and plan on coming to a yummy  

dinner and then bid on their wonderful art work! 

We will serve angel hair pasta with choice of sauce 

or lasagna, salad, bread and dessert.  

Youth will be leading Worship on April 

8th.  

We will be raising money for upcoming 

CONVO and also our Mission Trip. You 

will learn about both at our service! 

Youth making their Zen gardens. We 

have been talking about how we can 

make a bit more time during the day for 

reflection.  
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Week 3 — Week of March 4:  A Place of Worship 
Scripture: John 2:13-22 
Symbol: Coins 

Discussion & Activity:  
As you read the Scripture, pass coins from one person to another. While this may be a familiar story for you, it 
may also feel out of place. We are used to this being part of what we consider during Holy Week. In the Gos-
pel of John, it is placed early in Jesus’ ministry. Luke 19:46 contains this verse: “And he said, ‘My house shall 
be a house of prayer’; but you have made it a den of robbers.’” 

We often have interesting reactions to money. On the one hand, money helps us obtain shelter, food, and 
things we need for living. It enables us to take care of the poor, feed the hungry, and give so that others may 
come to know the love of God. On the other hand, money can also end up being the source of worship in-
stead of God. 

Jesus is reminding us that the purpose of the temple isn’t for the exchange of goods. It is for worship of God. 

Do you have a place in your home that helps you worship God? Maybe it’s the table where you place a family 
Bible. Maybe it’s a chair near a picture that reminds you of God. Maybe it’s a worship center where you have 
placed a cross. If you don’t have a place in your home that reminds you to stop and worship God, together 
decide on a place that will help you do so. Put something in the place you’ve selected to remind you of God: a 
Bible, a cross, a picture of Jesus, a poster of a Bible verse. 

Decide on a project -- either through your church or that you can do on your own -- that helps those in need. 
Collect money for the remainder of Lent to give to this project. Make a container in which to place the money 
you will donate. 

Take time for family members to say how they are doing with what they have added to and given up in their 
life. 

2018 Family Study for Lent   
by MaryJane Pierce Norton  

from www.umcdiscipleship.org 

Week 4—Week of March 11, 2018: Jesus Brings Light 
Scripture: John 3:14-21 
Symbol: Candle 

Discussion & Activity:  
This week’s reading includes one of the most familiar verses of Scripture: John 3:16. You may want to recite 
this together each day this week. In addition to this verse, consider the message of light in the world con-
tained in verses 19-21. 

Light the candle. Dim the lights and together look at the light from the candle. Think about these words in the 
Scripture: “…the light has come into the world…” 

Recall together where you have seen God’s light this week through the actions of others, in the news, in 
things that have happened in the family. 

Create a poster of light. Cut out paper candles. Each day, write on a candle one way you have experienced 
God’s presence in the world. Glue this onto a larger sheet of paper or poster board. Daily, give thanks for how 
you see God’s light in the world. 

Take time for family members to say how they are doing with what they have added to and given up in their 
life. 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=73#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=74#gospel_reading
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Family Lent Study continued from page 14 

Prayer (week 4) :  

Gracious God: 

We thank you so much for the many ways light comes into our world through Jesus. 

We ask you to help us notice daily when people do good things for others; 

when people care for the world you have created; 

when nations treat other nations in just ways. 

Help us notice the increasing light of each day. 

Receive our thanks and praise. 

In Jesus' name, we pray, 

Amen.  

Week 5 —Week of March 18, 2018:  The Meaning of the Cross 
Scripture: John 12:20-33 
Symbol: Cross 

Discussion & Activity:  
Read together John 12:20-33. This is a very difficult passage for us to understand. Jesus is telling his follow-
ers that he must die, but that his death will give life to others. Sometimes it is hard for us to talk about Jesus 
dying on the cross. Because we know that he rose from the dead, we sometimes try to skip over his death. 
But this was what he was willing to do for people to know of God’s love and care for all. 

Pass around the cross. Feel each part of the cross. Recall that the cross on which Jesus died was not a 
smooth, beautiful object like the ones we wear today. Think about the pain that was part of Jesus’ cross. 

Ask each person in the family to say how it makes them feel to talk about Jesus dying on the cross. Remind 
one another that we use the sign of the cross to remember Jesus even today. 

A food that is part of the Lenten season is Hot Cross Buns. You can bake these using prepared cinnamon 
roll dough or bread dough. Add a cross of white sugar frosting to the tops of the rolls. Eat these as a remind-
er that Jesus died so that all might know God. 

Take time for family members to say how they are doing with what they have added to and given up in their 
life. 

Prayer: 
O God: It is hard to think of Jesus, whom we love so much, being put to death on the cross. 
And yet, when we look at the cross, we are reminded that he did this as a gift so that we might be forgiven of 
our sins. 
Thank you for the gift of your son Jesus.  Amen 

Week 6 —Week of March 25, 2018: The Meaning of the Resurrection 
Scripture: Mark 11:1-11; Mark 14:1-15; 47 
Symbol: Egg 

Discussion & Activity: 
This week – Holy Week – we are in the midst of remembering Jesus’ death. You may actually want to start 
the week reading the first passage from Mark, then reading the second passage later in the week. 

Hold the egg in your hand. Think about how within the egg, there is life; but from the outside, we don’t al-
ways see it. Name other things that may look dead, but really hold new life. Think about plant bulbs or bare 
tree limbs. 

While we remember Jesus' death, we also prepare to celebrate his new life.  After being so sad about Jesus' 
death, we learn that he is alive; and this fills us with joy! Ask each person in the family to tell of one thing 
about Easter that makes him or her happy. Then respond together by saying “Alleluia!” 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=75#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=76#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=77#gospel_reading
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Certified Lay Minister (CLM) Weekend Intensive Training 
 

March 16 @ 1:00 pm - March 17 @ 6:00 pm 

CLM Weekend Intensive at Alton Collins Retreat Center in Eagle Creek, OR. Training will begin 

on Friday, March 16th at 1:00 PM and conclude with dinner on Saturday, March 17th.   

Topics to include:   

the basics of church administration, preaching, worship, pastoral care and community engage-

ment. 

$150 per person double occupancy (includes training fee, lodging and all meals) 

$200 per person single occupancy (includes training fee, lodging and all meals) 

Family Lent Study Continued from page 15 

Decorate Easter eggs together. We use eggs as a symbol of the new life we have because of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. Make a list of other things that help us remember new life. 

Prayer:   
God, as we remember Jesus’ last week, remind us that through bad times and good times, you are with us. 
Help us notice the suffering in the world around us. 
Help us find ways to offer the blessings of Easter to those who are in need in our community. 
Don’t let us skip too quickly over the suffering just to get to the happiness of Easter. 
Remind us that you are there for us in both bad times and good times. 
Amen. 

 
EASTER —April 1, 2018: Alleluia 
Scripture: John 20:1-18; Mark 16:1-8 
Symbol: Butterfly 

Discussion & Activity: 
Attend an Easter Worship Service. List together those things that happened in worship that helped you 
know of God’s love. 

Sometimes Easter can be just a day when we eat chocolate, go to church, and are happy for a short time. 
But Easter gives us reason to be joyful every day. Look at a picture of a butterfly. Think about its beauty that 
emerges from a dull chrysalis. 

Decide on one or two Easter actions to continue during the next weeks that help spread the news of God’s 
love. Ideas include: continuing to give to a charity; taking food each week to a food pantry; praying for one 
another; writing a note each week to someone who might be lonely. 

Prayer: 
God: 
We say together, “Alleluia” because Jesus rose from the dead. 
We see new life around us, and we give thanks to you for all the signs of new life. 
Help us be joyful this Easter and never forget the wonderful gift Jesus gave to us all. Amen. 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=85#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=85#gospel_oth_reading
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Serving in Our Church March 4: 

Pastor:   Rev. Dr. JoAnn Shipley 

Liturgist:  Eboni Twitty  

Choir Director: Nancy Huerena  

Accompanist: Robby Mayer & Penny Wharton 

Ushers: Chris Hammett & Corkie Stewart  

Greeter:   

Flowers:  Worship Committee 

Coffee:   

Serving in Our Church  March 11: 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. JoAnn Shipley 

Liturgist:  Joan Frazier 

Choir Director: Nancy Huerena 

Accompanist's: Robby Mayer & Penny Wharton    

Ushers:  Ken and Elaine Baumann 

Greeters:  

Flowers: Worship Committee 

 Coffee:   

Serving in Our Church March 18: 

Pastor: Rev.  Dr.  JoAnn Shipley 

Liturgist:  Lisa Packard 

Choir Director: Nancy Huerena 

Accompanist’s:  Robby Mayer & Penny Wharton  

Ushers:  Monte & Karen Brachmann 

Greeters:   

Flowers:  Worship Committee 

Coffee:   

Serving in Our Church March 25: 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. JoAnn Shipley 

Liturgist:  Lyn Milner  

Choir Director:  Nancy Huerena    

Accompanist’s: Robby Mayer & Penny Wharton  

Ushers:  Monte & Karen Brachmann 

Greeters:  Hannah Circle  

Flowers: Worship Committee 

Coffee: Hannah Circle 

 

www.vancouverheightsumc.org 

Vancouver Heights UMC  

5701 MacArthur Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98661 

360-693-4761 


