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V a n c o u v e r  H e i g h t s  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  
                                                     

Pastor Jo Ann’s Corner  

I can save, one at a time so I better get 

started now    

Do you know the story, the person by the 

seaside as live starfish are swept to shore, 

certain to perish without an intervention?  

There are so many it could be overwhelm-

ing.  There is a call to intentionally focus 

on what is immediately in front of the person.  It’s a reason to get start-

ed and to keep going.   

I’m thankful for the letter from Pastor Denise in this month’s newslet-

ter.  When I first checked with her, I shared concern for our members.  I 

know we are all doing our best and yet the losses have been very real.  

When I read her letter, I realized that perhaps I needed those extra 

words of encouragement as much as anyone.   

Important for my spiritual health has been, what next can I/ we do?  We 

are challenge by great obstacles of health and safety and the realities of 

joining as community only add to our worries.  We can chip away at 

our complicity as we choose to learn history from the vantage point of 

persons of color.  As we do, we notice a number of opportunities 

around us for education, advocacy and simple caring.  The Black Lives 

Matter sign will remain next to the peace pole in my prayer garden.  I 

will continue to pray for those who put their lives on the line because 

they want a better world and for our leaders that they may use their 

privilege and power to help vs. hinder the efforts. I will continue to en-

courage our community to register to vote and to then do the simple 

task of mailing your ballots- it matters a great deal.   

For the sake of my sanity, I will look for leaders who will connect for a 

larger purpose.   I need a big win from time to time.  Usually such wins 

require me letting go and seeing where God is already working.  

       continued on page 2 

Join us Sunday August 2nd for 

our second Drive In Worship  

Service 

The service can be viewed in  

person (Drive-in), Live Streaming 

(online via Facebook) or later 

when the recording is published 

on our YouTube channel / 

VHUMC website 

————————————————-— 

 

JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY ON OUR 

WEBSITE AND/OR FACEBOOK FOR 

WORSHIP.  

YOU WILL SEE AND HEAR FROM 

FAMILIAR FACES FROM OUR  

CONGREGATION. YOU WILL HEAR 

WORSHIP MUSIC AND ALSO A  

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON.  

ALSO WATCH FOR AN EMAIL WITH 

THE WEEKLY BULLETIN AND  

ANNOUCMENTS FROM THE OFFICE. 

IF YOU ARE NOT ON THE ALL 

CHURCH EMAIL PLEASE SEND AN 

EMAIL TO:  

VANCOUVERHEIGHTSUMC@GMAIL.COM 

AND WE WILL GET YOU ADDED.  

————————————————-— 
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Pastor Jo Ann’s Corner continued from page 1 

From the recent Wed zoom conversations, there was a connection among three of our disciples:  Don, Drew 
and Lyn.  The commonality was the Port of Vancouver and the Seafarers from the Philippines who face some 
of the harshest working conditions while being separated (indefinitely during the pandemic) from their fami-
lies.  During these times especially, it helps to know the Port Commissioner. From a visit with chaplain Kent 
Williams, the executive director of Fort Vancouver Seafarers Center, we learned that United Methodists have 
played an important role in their 54 -year history.  Kent was generous with his time and offered an open  
invitation to participate with his ministry. 
 
Our new friend Drew (interested in pursuing home missionary/ deaconess training) brought two other young 
adult leaders, Alissa and Cody.  Each have traveled to the Philippines and as a result have established groups 
for justice and healing in the Portland-Vancouver Area.  With her children for the day, but also a part of the 
conversation is Lyn Rush, a certified lay minister that we share with other Vancouver churches. 
Immediate ways people can participate, if you choose: 
 

 1.  Donate a Christmas mug.  Throughout the year, the Seafarers Board collects items for around 650 

Christmas Ditty Bags – given out in December.  An area of great need are holiday mugs.  At first 

glance, I found two snow people mugs on my shelf – check. 

2.  During the quarantine, 12-15 men per ship are docked but unable to get off the boat.  Alissa’s group is 

writing letters of encouragement that Chaplain Kent will share.  We also discussed simple boxes with 

personal care items and snacks from a local Filipino grocer. 

3.  A small group of us could “walk the dock” and greet the crew, then leave our donations for them to 

retrieve (safe physical distancing and all). 

4.  When the pandemic subsides and people are able to leave their ships, we could have a monthly gather-

ing at the church or one of our homes with Filipino foods.  It seems a cooking party or two may be 

possible. 

Let me know if you are interested and we will add you to the mix for information and opportunity.  None of 

the above will come from the church budget but none of it actually requires a great deal of money – just an 

opportunity to meet new friends and share the love of Christ.   

Sara and I made it to the seashore for a few hours last month.  We are hoping to get our kayaks in the water 

this month.  In the meantime, my garden gives me daily respite.  Thank you all for your prayers.  Be well and 

stay in touch however you are able. 

Blessings.   

Pastor Jo Ann   
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!!! YOU GUYS ARE SIMPLY THE BEST !!! 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

 

With due respect, I wanted to thank you my church family from the 

bottom of my heart- to all of you who helped me with all the kind ways 

to make Mary feel extra special on her quarantine  

birthday and for years to come.  

 

Hearing from so many of her family and friends especially her church 

family members made her feel grateful for all the  wonderful and 

beautiful people in her life.  

 

Mary's birthday was awesome because of each and everyone of you who took the time out of your 

busy schedule to send her birthday cards, gifts and drove by to participate with the  

honk-honk-beep-beep-clap-clap-wave-wave drive by birthday party.  

 

This couldn't be possible without your help, support and your participation. With that being said, 

it was a great birthday and happy indeed therefore I am grateful and appreciate you all.  

Oh, and on a side note, we did this carefully with social distancing while wearing our masks  and 

with a dozen of those who participated went by on their own available 

times throughout the day.  

We didn't go as a big group even with the drive by.  

Once again, thanks to all of you. 

With grateful heart, 

Blessings,  

Lu Chen 

 

Our friend Robby Mayer has moved on from his position 

as our Worship Music Leader.  

We are incredibly thankful for his  

invaluable contribution to our worship experience  

these past 4 years.  

We wish him the best in his future endeavors. 
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Peace and Justice Grant Award for Labyrinth Project 
We are excited to let you know that Vancouver Heights United Methodist Church has been  

awarded a $500.00 grant from the Pacific Northwest Board of Church and Society for our  

Labyrinth project. They were impressed by our project's focus on accessibility and creating a space 

for the community to enjoy.  

 

So far we have raised $11,580 of the $40,000 needed to complete the Labyrinth project. Despite 

the church being closed due to COVID-19, we are still continuing to fundraise through online  

giving as well as personalized brick sales.  

The price of the 4x8 bricks are $50 and the larger 8x8 bricks are $100.  

 

If you would like to make a donation or purchase a brick, please email: 

     vhumclabyrinth@gmail.com.  

 

Online donations may also be made at:   

http://www.vancouverheightsumc.org/giving-pledges-or-donations.  

Please be sure to select “labyrinth” in the drop down menu. 

 

Labyrinth Project= $5,415.05 

Labyrinth Bricks= $2,850.00 

 

Memorials Dedicated to Labyrinth: 

Dorothy Carson= $1,100.00 

Bud Gallup= $1,025.00 

John Harold= $140.00 

Jack Lafeman= $20.00 

Margaret Lemke= $30.00 

Mary Lou Olds= $200.00 

Minnie Stromgren= $643.58 

Leila Tolleson= $50.00 

Wanda Wikstrom= $30.00 

Myrtle Williamson= $57.10 

Ed Wolthausen= $20.00 

-------------------------------- 

Total Dedicated Memorials = $3,315.68 

Please send any prayer requests you have to:  

vhumcprayers@gmail.com 

You are also welcome to call the office at 360-693-4761 and if 

there is no answer leave it on the answering machine and we will 

send out your prayer request.  
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Drive By Food Drive for Martha's Pantry  A Big Success! 

The Church Mission Ministry held a Food Drive on 07/23/20, for Martha's Pantry., in the parking 

lot.  Church members drove by and dropped their donations off.  A few of us worked socially distanced, 

with COVID Gear on, and it was great fun. Martha's is a pantry that serves not only  those who have HIV/

Aids, but the Community at Large.  They provide food, clothing, toiletries and linens to those in need.  THE 

FOOD DRIVE WAS A BIG SUCCESS!  THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED AND  

PARTICIPATED!   

Keep an eye out for the next food drive for Martha's later this Summer.  Martha's was very thrilled and said 

it was just what they needed. 

 

Faith Partners for Housing was very grateful and touched for the check VHUMC sent in support 

of their Non-discriminatory Low Income, Affordable, and Shared Housing Program. It gave 

them a lot of  encouragement, which they needed during this long quarantine. Faith Partners for 

Housing is a ministry of St. Andrews Church  and working towards enhancing affordable  

housing for all. 

Thank you and  Blessings 

Darla  
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Dear Vancouver Heights Family, 

 

Pastor JoAnn asked me to write and share what is happening in the lives of the Neuschwander family.  I 

want to thank her for her graciousness in asking me to do this.   

 

Mike is still working in Portland.  He stays in Portland four nights a week and then returns to Ocean Park, 

where we purchased a home.  He has no intention of retiring any time soon.  That sounds like Mike, right? 

 

I am serving the Ocean Park UMC half time and it has been an experience.  There are plenty of “issues” to 

address and many experiences of joy and laughter.  During this pandemic I feel I am working full time rather 

than part time.  Seminary does not prepare one to lead a church, to begin with, and certainly nothing about 

leading a church during a pandemic!   

 

All of my children and grandchildren are doing well.  Some working from home and a couple who go into 

the office.  Rosalie graduated this year from high school so that was a different experience for all of us. 

 

This time of isolation has been hard on everyone.  I don’t need to explain that to you.  It certainly has been a 

time of taking a step back and looking at what is important in life.  We are facing fears of dire economic  

devastation for many in our country, the fears of illness, and the fears of ever getting back on track.   

 

I was talking to a colleague and we were saying that we are working so hard to try to keep in contact with 

members, write sermons, do bible study on line, and do the business of the church when we can’t sit down 

and do it face to face.  We both expressed physical exhaustion of trying to do the same things we did six 

months ago but we don’t have the same tools.   Please keep in mind that your Pastor is working in ways that 

you will never know about.  Encourage her to take her days off (notice the plural not singular), and  

remember she is leading a church in a way that none of us were trained.   

 

I was studying this morning for this week’s message and I read the following which refers to Romans  

8:26-39, and I hope it brings you the hope that I experienced: 

 

 For the Good News of God’s kingdom is that when we make Christ Lord of our lives, neither death 

nor life, neither earthly powers nor the powers of the spirit, neither COVID-19 nor a future climate  

catastrophe, neither systemic racism nor religious genocide, neither wildfire nor cancer — nay, nothing in 

the highest heights or the lowest depths of this cosmos, or elsewhere in the whole of creation, has the power 

to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. May we commit this day to be people who  

everywhere live and share the Good News of the love of God in Christ that can never, ever be taken away, 

and that will, in the end, redeem this fallen world into a Kingdom where the love of Christ is all, and in all, 

and all in all.  Amen.  (Michael Fitzpatrick, doctoral candidate in philosophy at Stanford University) 

 

I miss you, my beloved people.  I pray the very best for you personally and for Vancouver Heights UMC.  

  

With love, 

Pastor Denise Westfall-Neuschwander 
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Do you remember...the Circle G Ranch Family Camp at the Avery Farm in Ridgefield  

and our softball team,—Heights Hurricanes 
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We are on a search.... 

we are looking for information about the name of the 
baby that filled the role of Baby Jesus during the  

Silent Nativity of 2007!  Felicia Fitzpatrick was Mary; 
she saw a photo but it was not labeled with the baby’s 
name.  We hope this mystery can be solved for Felicia  

Who are you Baby Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

What are UMW’s Social Justice Priorities for the 2021-2024 Quadrennium?  

United Methodist Women’s Social Justice Priorities for the 2021-2024 quadrennium are:  

Mass Incarceration/Criminalization of Communities of Color, with a particular focus on the Interrupting 

the School to Prison Pipeline campaign, and  

Climate Justice, with a particular focus on the Just Energy 4 All campaign.  

 

Also please make sure to read the article on the following pages  the UMW Board affirms 'Black Lives Mat-

ter to God' in New Call to Action to Members.  
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United Methodist Women Board Affirms 'Black Lives Matter to God' in  

New Call to Action to Members 

July 17, 2020, NEW YORK- The United Methodist Women Board of Directors affirms the statement that 

“Black Lives Matter to God and to United Methodist Women.” We must dismantle racist systems in our com-

munities, agencies, workplaces, governments and churches. 

The Board calls on United Methodist Women members and leaders to: 

Listen. 

Racism exists. Racism kills. Racism is a sin that occurs at individual, institutional and cultural levels, includ-

ing in our disproportionately white U.S. church. The evidence of racism and White privilege is irrefutable and 

not up for debate. Listen to people of color. Listen to God’s stirrings as you pray for a church that does not 

perpetuate white supremacy and how you can help build a more just kin-dom. 

Learn. 

Read the Charter for Racial Justice and let it convict you. Read it alone and read it out loud in community. 

The charter can be found in The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church, Resolution 3371, “A 

Charter for Racial Justice in an Interdependent Global Community.” 

 

Read other promises of The United Methodist Church, such as Resolution 3379, “Stop Criminalizing  

Communities of Color in the United States”; Resolution 3422, “Speaking Out for Compassion: Transforming 

the Context of Hate in the United States”; Resolution 3376, “White Privilege in the United States”; and Unit-

ed Methodist Women’s new proposed resolution for General Conference 2021, “Voting Rights Protection in 

the United States.” Hold yourself, your church, and your United Methodist Women accountable to these 

promises. 

 

Read and learn United Methodist Women’s Tools for Leaders: Resources for Racial Justice. 

Learn more about United Methodist Women’s social action campaigns. Racism is at the core of the changes 

we are working to achieve. Learn more and sign up for action alerts at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

action. 

 

Read So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo, studied by the United Methodist Women Board of 

Directors and Program Advisory Group and a bonus book in the 2020 Reading Program. Take the free online 

class on the book. Purchase the book from a Black-owned bookstore. 

 

Read about conversations with Michelle Alexander, Hannah Adair Bonner and Tamika Mallory at the As-

sembly 2018 in special issues of response magazine..  

 

Engage with the United Methodist General Commission on Religion and Race and the General Board of 

Church and Society. 

 

Learn about implicit bias. Learn to recognize White privilege. Learn how to stop everyday microaggressions. 

Learn more about the history not taught in our schools, churches, and homes. Do not generalize racism—

learn about the different forms of racism, especially the exceptional lethality of racism against Black and In-

digenous people of color. 

 

Love. 

Love is action. Love is ensuring the safety of all of God’s children and their flourishing. Love is living up to 

our expressed commitments. Love is letting our learning transform us and move us to transform the world by 

not repeating mistakes, by calling others in, by following the lead of the marginalized who have been crying 

out for ages.  
                                                                                                                                                 

           Continued on page  10 

https://www.gcorr.org/
https://www.gcorr.org/online-course-implicit-bias/
https://www.gcorr.org/deconstruction-white-privilege-a-discussion-guide/
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/08/872371063/microaggressions-are-a-big-deal-how-to-talk-them-out-and-when-to-walk-away
https://www.forbes.com/sites/erinspencer1/2020/06/24/black-history-is-american-history-says-rep-marcia-fudge-with-new-bill/#32077d121b21
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/aug/09/black-people-racism-anti-blackness-discrimination-minorities
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Continued from page 9 

Activate and strengthen the work of the United Methodist Women Committees on Charter for Racial Justice; 

contact the Charter for Racial Justice Support Team for engaging small groups in hard conversations about 

race and addressing current issues of racial violence: 

Women of color must be leaders in United Methodist Women at all levels. Committees on nominations must 

make this a priority. This starts with welcome and invitation and examining why your church or United 

Methodist Women membership does not reflect the demographics of your community or of the community 

you want to be. Encourage district and conference committee on nominations to nominate persons that repre-

sent the racial diversity within their boundaries. United Methodist Women should recommend women of col-

or for United Methodist Church district and conference leadership to assure women of color are nominated 

and elected each year. 

Insist your pastor use the pulpit to speak on racism. 

Participate in all levels of decision making in the church to help support ethnic ministries, the continuance of 

the General Commission on Religion and Race, real support of churches in communities of color and leader-

ship of United Methodists of color. 

Act in the ways the Book of Resolutions calls us to act. Among them, give attention to the employment, pur-

chasing practices, environmental policies and availability of the institutions and businesses you support. Cre-

ate spaces for learning and dialogue. Advocate for equal housing, employment, medical care and for environ-

mental justice. Advocate for international and national policies that protect civil, political, economic, social 

and cultural rights. Reflect on your willingness to welcome persons without regard to race. Educate on racial 

profiling and establish networks of cooperation with criminal justice and law enforcement agencies. Chal-

lenge police engagement in immigration enforcement. Speak out publicly for police accountability regarding 

racial profiling, misconduct, abuse and killings. Work to end the use of solitary confinement. Provide reentry 

ministries for people released from prison. 

Inform curriculum. Participate in state boards of education to ensure children’s education is not whitewashed. 

Patronize Black businesses. Look for groups on Facebook highlighting Black businesses in your community 

or start your own group. Encourage stories in your local media. 

Participate in justice movements led by people of color. If you are white, follow. Do not show up to take 

over. Do not assume you know best (you do not). 

Talk to children about race. Buy them books and movies and toys that celebrate multiculturalism. 

Vote for those whose policies will help end white supremacy. Contact your representatives when they don’t. 

March with those who need you marching. Act when you receive your action alert. 

Love is letting the Spirit move you away from comfort and toward joy for all. And the Spirit is moving. 

Books on antiracism are sold out. Racist monuments are coming down. Police are being held more accounta-

ble and being removed from schools. Towns, cities and states are moving toward name changes that will no 

longer celebrate white supremacy and toward redirecting resources to programs that serve and build rather 

than divide and harm. May the fruits of the Spirit be more access to leadership, voting, health care, education, 

employment, healthy environments, wealth, safety, well-being, thriving lives for people of color. 

The Spirit is moving, United Methodist Women. Be part of the movement. 
  
 from unitedmethodistwomen.org posted 7/17/20:   https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/united-

methodist-women-board-affirms-black-lives-matter-to-god  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racial-justice/team
https://www.gcorr.org/from-the-pulpit-sermons-preaching-against-racism/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/united-methodist-women-board-affirms-black-lives-matter-to-god
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/united-methodist-women-board-affirms-black-lives-matter-to-god
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Remember in Prayer, Word and Deed  

 

 

 

 Penny Wharton 
 Mary Orange 
 Velma Heckman (no 

calls please) 
 Lin Morgan Greene 
 Jerry West  
 David Womelsdorff 
 Nina Lamb  
 Cody Wharton  
 

  
 
 

 
 

~ For the many unspoken prayer requests in our  church community 

*   Please continue to keep your church family in your 
prayers—we have families working through financial  
difficulties, we are still trying to adapt to our “new nor-
mal” ,  the continued worries around Covid-19 and how it 
impacts our lives daily, for those that live alone  and those 
that feel isolated. Prayer for those that are ill. Pray for 
healing.  
*    Please keep school administration in your prayers as 
they are making decisions on the upcoming school year.   
*    Continue to keep the kids that should be returning to 
school and those that are in or heading off to college in 
your prayers. They have worries about how things might 
or might not look and about their health.   
*  Continue to pray for peace... 

 

 

Please keep  Mary Schroff  and  

family in your prayers  

on the death of Chuck.  

 

 

Please keep  Vicki Smith and  

Jeannie Harmon and family in 

your prayers on the death of their 

granddaughter, Lily.   
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8/1/2017 Pat Bennett & Kerry Strickland 

8/1/1963 Gary & Bonnie Bachle  
8/8/2018 Sabrina & John Beers 

8/10/1991 Lisa Lowe & Ernie Nicholson 
8/12/1989 Penny & Gary Wharton 

8/14/1988 Lyn & Chris Milner 
8/14/2009 Meli & Charles Nicholson 

8/16/1997 Shari & Rob Perea  
8/19/1967 Sharon & Walt Royle  

8/22/1953 Vic & Carol Lake  
8/28/2011  Josh & Kari Harold  

1  Danne Presler 

4  Jan Niehaus 

9  Ronald Gustafson 

9     Mary Schroff 

12   Zach Stellini 

16   Amber Leigh Packard 

17   Carol Scott 

18   Martha Cochran 

20   Lynn Goodwin 

21   Shaynne Goodwin 

21   Velma Heckman 

26   Helen Crider  

27   Jaime Helgeson 

 

God, 
 

As we face into what has never been done, 
We remember: You are with us.  

 
As we dream what has never been dreamed, 

We remember: You are with us.  
 

As we wrestle with our deepest demons, 
We remember: You are with us.  

 
As we let go of what was, 

We remember: You are with us.  
 

Come, all that will be in this new world, 
Come, all that we will become, 

We will not fear. 
We remember: You are with us.  

 
Amen.  

Prayer from Rev. Pat Bennett 
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COVID-19 ‘PHASE 2’ REMINDER  

 

 

Our current building Safety Actions 

that are in place:  

 Outer building doors will remain 

locked.  

  Face masks are required and must 

be worn at all times (unless record-

ing).  

 Maximum of 10 people in the sanc-

tuary to record for worship ser-

vices only.  

 Contact tracking/reporting will be 

required for all gatherings.  

 Physical distancing of 6 feet must 

be maintained.  

 Hand washing/sanitizers must be 

used consistently.  

 All contact surfaces must be sani-

tized before and after use.  

 

For those who are not comfortable 

with these safety protocols, we  

encourage you to continue to worship 

with us from home.  

 

—————————————————— 

CHURCH DIRECTORY  

The new church directories have been printed 

and are ready for pick-up, delivery or to be 

mailed.  

Let the office know your preference for receiv-

ing one. Let us know if there is any infor-

mation missing or needs to be updated.  

You can also access and update your family 

information on our secure VHUMC portal at:  

https://servantkeeper.com/member-portal/

vancouverheightsumc  

 

Vancouver Heights United  
Methodist Church 

Website:  http://vancouverheightsumc.org 
5701 MacArthur Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98661 

360-693-4761  
Church email: vancouverheightsumc@gmail.com 
Prayer Request email:vhumcprayers@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are part of the  

Reconciling Ministries Network.  
We are a church that is spiritually alive,  
radically inclusive and justice oriented.  

 
 

STAFF 
Ministers: 

The Whole Congregation 
Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Schaadt Shipley 
Administrative Assistant: 

Lugene Paprocki 
Choir Director & Song Leader:  

Nancy Huerena,  
Pianist: 

Lori Ritchey 
Nursery Attendant:  

Abigail Niehaus 
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