The Bell Ringer
Vancouver Heights United Methodist Church

Pastor Jo Ann’s Corner
Let’s “Throw the Nets Wide” because there’s plenty of room
“Under God’s Big Tent”
This odd combination of images does a bit to capture the sentiment of
our congregation. Somehow, we hold the desire to care for those we
know and expand our hearts to those who cross our paths. For most
of us, we stay connected to this specific community because we experience acceptance in our individuality and we believe that we can
make a difference alongside others in this context.
One of my favorite confirmation classes was the zoom interaction
among our current Administrative Council leaders and some of our
youth. More than the content that was shared was watching as each
leader did their best to make room for not just the questions of our
young people, was the visible signal that we are prepared to support
them as leaders right now. Bob Willoughby learned how to make his
image turn on the screen and hang upside down like a bat. We all
look forward to seeing him attempt this at a future administrative
meeting.
As our worship services resume in simple and safe ways, we are tending to those who are most isolated and hindered by technology. We
are also hoping to include those who are not currently connected with
a small group and have received Covid immunizations. For example,
Sharie and Kimberly Lewis attended just a few weeks before the Covid
closure. We knew they were watching the videos but did not know
how best to welcome them aboard. The solution was to ask them to be
one of three hospitality groups to welcome people on Sunday.
My sense is that by the end of April most of us will be at least two
weeks away from our second “shot in the arm”. For those who have
not yet been contacted and want to join us at 10 am, please give me a
call. In order to keep our numbers predictable, we are registering
people and asking for notice if there is a cancellation. We arrange
seating to best accommodate physical and social needs and the “six
foot rule”.
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April 1
6:30 pm
Finance Zoom Mtg
April 7
7:00 pm
Missions Zoom Mtg
April 8
6:30 pm
Ad Board Zoom Mtg
April 15
6:30 pm
Trustees Zoom Mtg
April 18
11:00 am
SPR Zoom Mtg
April 26
7:00 pm
Reading Radicals Zoom Mtg
April 27
11:00 am
Education Zoom mtg
_________________________

May 1
9:00am-3:00pm
Plant Sale
_________________________
Every Sunday at 3:00 pm Youth
Group meets via Zoom

Continued from page 1

A gift of a year online is that we see the value of a continued presence for those who are not able to
be with us in body on any given Sunday. A small group of leaders are working to improve our technology and our volunteer base so that we can share recorded songs and messages with those in the
pews and also broadcast the heart of sanctuary worship.
Join me in welcoming our new confirmation class during our Easter Sunday video. There are a
number of interaction points on that day and most likely we will want to share images for the Sunday after Easter (April 11). The week between the 11th and the 18th our worship leaders
will take a full week of vacation. Stephanie will have knee surgery. I will hope to play outside.
On the 18th we will share a worship video from the Northwest Conference with the Reverend Meredith Dodd as our guest preacher.

Thank you all for your patience and encouragement in the past year. I am looking forward to some
time that is disconnected to the phone or computer – and definitely the video camera. Office messages will be checked on a regular basis and there are enough clergy types around here to meet
almost any situation. Happy Spring.
Blessed Resurrections.
Pastor Jo Ann

PLEASE SEND ANY ARTICLES TO
THE CHURCH OFFICE OR CHERYL
FOR NEXT MONTHS
NEWSLETTER.
DUE 4/22 BY 2 PM

The church email for questions, concerns, meeting updates and questions, etc. is:
vancouverheightsumc@gmail.com
The email for prayer requests is:
vhumcprayers@gmail.com
Please send prayer requests to this email. If you are not on the prayer chain and would like to be, feel
free to send an email to the Prayer Chain email and you will get added.
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On Ash Wednesday we held a drive by
Food Drive and it was a big success. We
With permission from our District Superintendent and Administrative Council, we are
were able to deliver the needed food to
carefully and gradually reopening our sanctuary for Sunday morning worship. We are schedthe Trinity Food Bank. They were very
uling up to 35 people each week in order to share prayers and watch the weekly video. Some
grateful for the donation.
of our folks are not able to access the videos at home and some live alone and really
Thank you to all who participated
appreciate the connection with faith community. Most everyone who attends has received
and donated.
both Covid vaccines.
All will wear masks and remain at least 6 feet from those outside their home.
If you are interested, please contact Pastor Jo Ann and you will be added as soon and as often
as possible.
Earth Day is April 22nd this. We would like to put together a group of people
who would like to volunteer to pick up litter through a volunteer program with
the City of Vancouver. Picking up litter helps keep our public spaces in the City
of Vancouver safe and clean for everyone to enjoy.
You can copy and paste this link to find out more about Litter Removal activities. The next planned day through the city is April 13th at 10:00am.
https://www.cityofvancouver.us/cmo/page/litter-removal
If you would like to volunteer to help, please call or send an email
to the office!
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Remember in Prayer, Word and Deed
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mike Chercasen
Larry Chercasen
David Womelsdorff
Jerry West
Kay Sorenson
Nina Lamb
Barbara Hayden-Wahl
Tasha Mayer
Pat Chercasen
Verna Ryan
Robby Mayer
Pat Hodney-Gould
Melba Corlett
~ For the many unspoken prayer
requests in our church community

Please keep the family of Penny Wharton in your prayers on the death of her
father, Russel Stuve.
Please keep Diane Steel in your prayers on the death of her nephew.
Please keep Father Jack Cunningham and his wife Kate in your prayers on the
death of her brother.

Are you on our Prayer Chain??
The email for prayer requests
at Vancouver Heights is:
vhumcprayers@gmail.com.
Please send all prayer concerns and/or requests to this email. This email will be monitored on a daily basis by the
office, Pastor Jo Ann and Cheryl Niehaus.
If you are not on our Prayer Chain and would like to receive prayer emails, please let the
office know so we can add you.
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3
4
5
5
6
7
12
14
15
19
26
25
28
28
30

Stephen Maula
Anna Shishida
Elaine Baumann
Noah Helgeson
Kayden Stellini
Ariel Day
Jan Holden
David Cochran
Darla Borella
Janet Hanson
Kelli Waldo
David Womelsdorff
Brian Kent
Rhonda Kent
Michael Norris

Erik & Rudilyn Rush 4/28/2006

Larry enjoyed his drive by birthday party very much. He was so excited and appreciated the
cupcakes and presents too. Thank you for all the food for Larry and Mike. I appreciate all
the prayers, cards and gifts, including a tiny praying Teddy bear that recites a prayer. Thank
you to the most wonderful church
family. ~Pat Chercasen

________________________________________________
To My Church Family
I want to thank all of you for the wonderful drive by on my birthday. Thank you for the balloons, cards, flowers, candy
and the Saints jacket. My neighbor heard all of the horns and came to join in. She thought it was great fun. She was
amazed at how wonderful our church community was.
Thank you one and all.
Diane Steel

_____________________________________________________
Lou Orthmeyer would like to thank everyone for the gifts, cards and balloons she received for her birthday. She says
her 95th birthday was one of the best and most unusual for sure. The car parade was so much fun and the balloons just
had to be shared, so they were placed on the grand piano in the dining room for all to enjoy. Lou says she has received
both of her vaccines and is determined to return to worship with her church family. She misses everyone.
___________________________________________________________________
We received a thank you letter from Trinity Baptist Church:
Recently Trinity Baptist Church received a large amount of food and $50 in money from your church. It went to
support Trinity Mission Cupboard, the food bank of Trinity Baptist Church. Thank you very much for the contribution.
Trinity Mission Cupboard works with the Clark County Food Bank to give our food to any family who needs food. Our
regular distribution is on the third Friday of each month between the hours of 10:00am and 1:00pm. During the last
year, distribution has been in the parking lot of the church. During the last 8 months, we have given to an average of 39
households with average number of people being 123.
Thanks again to you and your members for your help.
Sincerely yours,
John White, Missions Director
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Warmly Remembering Reconciling United Methodists

By Deborah Maria, former Convener of PNW-RMN and member of VHUMC

Chuck Haight – and Dodie, of course – were among the early volunteers for the group that
came to be known as the Pacific Northwest Reconciling Ministries Network. Our first appearance was at Annual Conference in 1999 in Moscow, Idaho (or was it Cheney WA?). Our
group met in Vancouver or in Seattle. Chuck and Dodie were always with us, driving even in
winter from their Ellensburg home. Chuck, although quiet, had a great sense of humor and of
justice. When he spoke, people listened. When their Ellensburg pastor Karen Dammann encountered a brick wall in UM policy, no one could have been more supportive of her than
Chuck (and Dodie). I was delighted to be in their company and was a guest in their Ellensburg
and Lake Chelan (vacation) homes several times. Chuck was a lot more talkative at home.
Chuck’s witness to his faith was vibrant in his stand for justice both theoretically and in daily
activities.
I have one photo from my PNW-RMN collection that includes Chuck. I’m sure he would
regale us with the story of the arm sling.

Bellevue UMC Washington – February 2005
Chuck Haight – Dr. Carol Waymack – Larry Fox
– the Rev. Hazel Anne Burnett

Mary Schroff arrived solo at a meeting of the Pacific Northwest Reconciling Ministries Network in Tacoma and was always present after her initial appearance. She heard of us and
wanted what we were talking about and working toward for her Poulsbo congregation. Mary’s
attitude never flagged. She was quietly persistent yet could be a bit put out with people who
did not understand the need to be public and intentional in our welcome of all into God’s family. Mary was very pleased to connect with a Reconciling congregation when she moved to
Vancouver.
If you are able to commit to standing strong like Mary and Chuck did in support of full inclusion of all God’s children in the United Methodist Church, please sign up to be a Reconciling
United Methodist (RUM).
Use this connection: https://rmnetwork.org/join-us/
If you signed up in the past (or are not sure) and if your contact information has changed,
please sign up again, same web site.
Being an individual RUM is as important as congregations and campus ministries becoming
Reconciling. It’s for everyone. Thanks for your support!
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Chuck Haight spent his childhood in Chelan, Washington as part of a large extended family. He
was the older brother of Gene and Arita Ann. He was very active in Boy Scouts
Sea Scouts and
Holyand
Week
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. Following graduation from high school
in 1944,
he joined
March
28-April
3 the
Army and spent a short time in the Specialized Training Program before going into the regular Army.
Maundy Thursday April 1st
At the end of WW2, he took advantage of the GI Bill and attended Washington State College in
Palm Sunday March 28th
Pullman where he graduated in 1949 with a BS Degree with a major in Forestry. He was employed
Friday April
2nd
by the State Department of Natural Resources in 1950 for 31 years.Good
After retirement,
he purchased
a woodworking shop where he made cabinet doors and some furniture.
he finally
really
reEasterOnce
Sunday
April
4th
tired, he enjoyed traveling to many places in the world.
He and Dodie were married in 1947 while still in college. He was the father of three children, Ben,
Mary Kay, and Renee and grandfather to 6 children and great grandfather to 10 children.
Chuck was very active in the Ellensburg UMC for 40+ years.

SCHOOL KIT CHALLENGE
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is the Humanitarian arm of our
United Methodist Church. Our 2021 confirmation class learned about this recently.
Did you know that $11.00 will provide a desperately needed school kit for a child through
UMCOR? Our confirmands have accepted a challenge to earn $11.00 each to present upon
their confirmation on Easter Sunday. We would love to have others, that are able, join us in
this challenge during this Easter Season. Mark your giving as “UMCOR” and submit through
VHUMC in your regular method. Thank you.

Book Study Update:
Eight persons came together to begin the book study for
“Caste” by Isabel Wilkerson.
At this point we won’t be opening the group to people who have not yet
attended but if you have been wanting to read this book....it is well worth the
read. Members of the study have noted that they appreciate the writing style
of the book and the way in which the author connects past, present and
future. We can guarantee that your mind will be stretched.
If you want to know more about the book please feel free to connect with one of the 8 group
members....
Melba Corlett; Grover Icenogle; Byard Bower; Lyn Rush, Eileen Costuck, Gail Antijunti, Linda
Huddle and Deb Avery.
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When You’ve Been Fully Vaccinated
How to Protect Yourself and Others (Updated March 23, 2021 www.cdc.gov)

COVID-19 vaccines are effective at protecting you from getting
sick. Based on what we know about COVID-19 vaccines, people
who have been fully vaccinated can start to do some things that
they had stopped doing because of the pandemic.
We’re still learning how vaccines will affect the spread of COVID19. After you’ve been fully vaccinated against COVID-19, you
should keep taking precautions in public places like wearing a
mask, staying 6 feet apart from others, and avoiding crowds and
poorly ventilated spaces until we know more.

Have You Been Fully Vaccinated?
People are considered fully vaccinated:
•

2 weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose
series, such as the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, or

•

2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such
as Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine

If it has been less than 2 weeks since your 1dose shot, or if you still need to get your second dose of a 2-dose vaccine, you are NOT
fully protected. Keep taking all prevention
steps until you are fully vaccinated.

What’s Changed?

What Hasn’t Changed

If you’ve been fully vaccinated:
• You can gather indoors with fully vaccinated people without
wearing a mask.
• You can gather indoors with unvaccinated people from one
other household (for example, visiting with relatives who all
live together) without masks, unless any of those people or
anyone they live with has an increased risk for severe illness
from COVID-19.
• If you’ve been around someone who has COVID-19, you do not
need to stay away from others or get tested unless you have symptoms.
-However, if you live in a group setting (like a correctional
or detention facility or group home) and are around someone who
has COVID-19, you should still stay away from others for 14 days
and get tested, even if you don’t have symptoms.

For now, if you’ve been fully vaccinated:
 You should still take steps to protect yourself and others in many situations, like wearing a mask, staying at least 6 feet apart from others, and
avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated spaces. Take these precautions
whenever you are:
-In public
-Gathering with unvaccinated people from more than one other
household
-Visiting with an unvaccinated person who is at increased risk of
severe illness or death from COVID-19 or who lives with a person at
increased risk
• You should still avoid medium or large-sized gatherings.
 You should still delay domestic and international travel. If you do travel, you’ll still need to follow CDC requirements and recommendations.
 You should still watch out for symptoms of COVID-19, especially if
you’ve been around someone who is sick. If you have symptoms of
COVID-19, you should get tested and stay home and away from others.
 You will still need to follow guidance at your workplace.

Continued page 10
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What We Know and What We’re Still Learning
•

We know that COVID-19 vaccines are effective at preventing COVID-19 disease, especially severe illness and death.
-We’re still learning how effective the vaccines are against variants of the virus that causes COVID-19. Early
data show the vaccines may work against some variants but could be less effective against others.
 We know that other prevention steps help stop the spread of COVID-19, and that these steps are still important,
even as vaccines are being distributed.
-We’re still learning how well COVID-19 vaccines keep people from spreading the disease.
-Early data show that the vaccines may help keep people from spreading COVID-19, but we are learning more as
more people get vaccinated.
• We’re still learning how long COVID-19 vaccines can protect people.
• As we know more, CDC will continue to update our recommendations for both vaccinated and unvaccinated people.
Until we know more about those questions, everyone — even people who’ve had their vaccines — should continue taking basic prevention steps when recommended.

Last Updated Mar. 23,
2021 Content
source: National Center for
Immunization and Respiratory Diseases

Why is the Easter season 50 days long?

Easter for Christians is not just one day - it's a 50-day period. The
season of Easter, or Eastertide, begins at sunset on the eve of Easter and ends on Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of the Holy
Spirit and the birth of the Church (see Acts 2).
Easter season is more than just an extended celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. In the early
church, Lent was a season for new converts to learn about the faith and prepare for baptism on Easter Sunday. The initial purpose of the 50-day Easter season was to continue the faith formation of
these new Christians.
This extended season gives us time to rejoice and experience what it means when we say Christ is
risen. It’s the season when we remember our baptisms and how, through this sacrament, we are
“incorporated into Christ’s mighty acts of salvation.” As “Easter people,” we celebrate and ponder
the birth of the Church and gifts of the Spirit (Pentecost-Sunday, May 23rd this year), and how we
are to live as faithful disciples of Christ.
Many churches use these weeks to teach the theology of the sacraments and help people discern
their spiritual gifts and callings. Congregations may have a service of commissioning laypersons into
ministry as part of their Pentecost celebration.
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Vancouver Heights United
Methodist Church

Website: http://vancouverheightsumc.org
5701 MacArthur Blvd. Vancouver, WA 98661
360-693-4761
Email: vancouverheightsumc@gmail.com
Prayer Request mail:vhumcprayers@gmail.com

JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY ON OUR WEBSITE AND/
OR FACEBOOK FOR WORSHIP. YOU WILL SEE
AND HEAR FROM FAMILIAR FACES FROM OUR
CONGREGATION. YOU WILL HEAR WORSHIP
MUSIC AND ALSO A SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON.
ALSO WATCH FOR AN EMAIL WITH THE WEEKLY
BULLETIN AND ANNOUCMENTS
FROM THE OFFICE.
IF YOU ARE NOT ON THE ALL CHURCH EMAIL
PLEASE SEND AN EMAIL TO:
VANCOUVERHEIGHTSUMC@GMAIL.COM
AND YOU WILL BE ADDED.

Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends.
May God's full mercies bless you, my
friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom,
Christ be your shalom.

We are part of the
Reconciling Ministries Network.
We are a church that is spiritually alive,
radically inclusive and justice oriented.
STAFF
Ministers:
The Whole Congregation
Pastor:
Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Schaadt Shipley
Administrative Assistant:
Lugene Paprocki
Choir Director & Song Leader:
Nancy Huerena
Pianist:
Lori Ritchey
Nursery Attendant:
Abigail Niehaus
Worship Producer:
Stephanie Harold
A Monthly Publication of
Vancouver Heights United Methodist Church
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